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Sandridge Parish Council

The Planning Committee met at 2.00pm on the 11th May 2026 at Marshalswick Community Centre

PRESENT:	Councillors: Mary Ternouth, Mike White, June Reid, Graham Leonard (Chair)

OFFICER:	Emma Hostler, Deputy Clerk

APOLOGIES:		Councillor: John Hale

A member of the public was also in attendance.
	 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr Ternouth declared an interest in relation to planning application 5/2026/0664 and therefore abstained from discussion of this item.


1309	MINUTES
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 20th April, having been previously circulated, were unanimously approved as a correct record.

[bookmark: _Hlk157439570][bookmark: _Hlk207706012]1310	31 St Leonard’s Crescent, Sandridge, Herts, AL4 9EJ – Planning Application 5/2026/0680
	Following discussion, including observations made by a member of the public, it was:

	RESOLVED
	To submit the following comments to SADC planning department;

Sandridge Parish Council (SPC) object to this proposal for a number of reasons where it is in conflict with the requirements of the adopted SPC Neighbourhood Plan.
However, the first point we would make is that the plans are clearly incorrect and have the wrong roof lines, as a visit to the site would quickly establish.  We would expect the proposal to be withdrawn, and a correct set of plans submitted.
In dealing with the plans as they are drawn the resultant building would contravene Policy D4 (3) Housing and Development Guidelines which state that the scale and height of the building should be in keeping with existing and adjacent properties.  The substantial two storey extension to the side of the building is out of keeping with other properties in the area and would result in significant impact on the amenity of the adjacent property, No. 33, the front of which would face directly onto the extension.  This is in conflict with Policy D4(2) where extensions to existing buildings must take into account, and reflect, the distinctive area characteristics in terms of design.  The extension would be overbearing and result in significant overlooking of No.33.  The extension would also seriously upset the balance of the building when viewed from the street, with the proposed gable end.  We would submit that the same increase in floor space could be achieved by a sympathetically designed dormer with much less impact on both the appearance and the amenity at No 33.
Finally, we would express sympathy with the objections presented by the occupants of No. 33 as the current proposals would have significant effects on their property and amenity.

[bookmark: _Hlk172559173][bookmark: _Hlk163488522]1311	Land at 148 St Albans Road, Sandridge, Herts – Planning Application 5/2026/0582
[bookmark: _Hlk176189106]	Following discussion, it was: 
	
	RESOLVED 
	To submit the following comments to SADC planning department;

Sandridge Parish Council strongly object to this proposal.
The applicant intends to build immediately adjacent to a site of considerable sensitivity.  Beech Bottom Dyke has been a protected feature of the St. Albans landscape for a number of years, dating back as it does to around 5–40 AD when it is believed it was built by the Catuvellauni tribe to protect their tribal centre at Verulamium.  Any development as close to the dyke as this proposal, risks inflicting irreversible damage to this site.  Before any consideration of this proposal there must be a full and comprehensive archaeological survey to ensure that any history is not lost to development.
In addition, Sandridge Parish Council agree with Herts Highways in that the entrance to the site is completely inadequate and access on to St Albans Road is not suitable.

1312	2 Runcie Close, St Albans, Herts - Planning Application 5/2026/0218
Following discussion it was:

RESOLVED
To submit the following comments to SADC planning department;

Sandridge Parish Council reviewed this proposal and would submit that it is a substantial development with respect to the existing building and would likely result in some interference with the light levels in the adjacent building, No. 3 Runcie Close.  The Council has great sympathy with the objection raised by this neighbour and trust the District Council will take this on board in their deliberations.

1313	162 St Albans Road, Sandridge, Herts,  AL4 9LP – Planning Application 5/20260671
	Following discussion it was;

	RESOLVED
	Not to submit a comment.

[bookmark: _Hlk209625904]1314	1 St Mary’s Walk, St Albans, Herts, AL4 9PD – Planning Application 5/2026/0663
	Following discussion, it was:

	RESOLVED
	To submit the following comment to SADC planning department;

Sandridge Parish Council recognise the intention behind this proposal and do not object in principal, although we do consider the development to be very large with respect to the existing building.

	1315	5 Buxton Close, St Albans, Herts, AL4 9UH – Planning Application 5/2026/0664
	Following discussion, it was:

	RESOLVED
	Not to submit a comment.

1316	66 Pondfield Crescent, St Albans, Herts, AL4 9PF – Planning Application 5/2026/0659
	Following discussion, it was:

	RESOLVED
	Not to submit a comment.  

1317	Land to the Rear of 38 and 40 Briar Road Accessed from Arens Way, St Albans, Herts – Planning Application 5/2026/0611
	Following discussion, it was;

	RESOLVED
	To submit the following comments to SADC planning department;

Sandridge Parish Council (SPC) have concerns over this proposed new dwelling which we consider to be overdevelopment of the site, particularly as Ardens Way is  busy road used as a “rat run” at all times of the day.  As there is always on street parking it is unlikely that the depicted site lines will be available and this proposed exit is close to the boundary with Briar Road.  SPC also believe that the amended proposals still fall short of the requirement to provide appropriate biodiversity gains, in conflict with Policy E1 (Natural Environment, Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure) of the Sandridge Parish Neighbourhood Plan.  The previous application was refused and one of the points was on the aspect of overlooking of the property at No. 42 Briar Road.  SPC do not believe that the proposal to include blinkered windows to the rear of the property adequately address this issue, particularly when viewed from Bedroom 2.  SPC would therefore recommend refusal of this application on the grounds stated above.


1318	23 Larkswood Rise, St Albans, Herts, AL4 9JU – Planning Application 5/2026/0706
	Following discussion, it was;

	RESOLVED
	Not to submit a comment. 

1319	27 Larkswood Rise, St Albans, Herts, AL4 9JU – Planning Application 5/2026/0711
	Following discussion, it was;

	RESOLVED
	Not to submit a comment. 

1320	25 Larkswood Rise, St Albans, Herts, AL4 9JU – Planning Application 5/2026/0712
	Following discussion, it was;

	RESOLVED
	Not to submit a comment. 

1321	9 Regents Close, St Albans, Herts, AL4 9TR – Planning Application 5/2026/0691
	Following discussion, it was;

	RESOLVED
	Not to submit a comment.


1322	244 The Ridgeway, St Albans, Herts, AL4 9XQ – Planning Application 5/2026/0699
	Following discussion, it was;

	RESOLVED
	Not to submit a comment.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Planning Committee is scheduled for 1st June 2026 at 2pm, at Marshalswick Community Centre.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 3.08pm



			Chair …….………………………………….
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