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SANDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 	Met at Marshalswick Community Centre on Wednesday 9th September 2026 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT: 	Councillors John Hale, Maurice Wells, Graham Leonard (Chair), Carol Chalkley, Mary Ternouth, Nik Foreman, Mike White, Bryn Jenkins, Debbie Chachulski, June Reid, Anne Thomas, Adam Twidell 

  OFFICERS:                 	Simon Thwaites, Parish Clerk, Rebecca Pannese, Project, Amenities & Community Engagement Officer (PACE), Stef Hayes, Community Centres Manager

ABSENT:		 			-  
						
IN ATTENDANCE:     	County Councillor Allison Wren 



[bookmark: _Hlk103331510] 6219	TO RECEIVE AND FORMALLY ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
[bookmark: _Hlk195619467]Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors James Lambert, Raihaanah Ahmed
  
 6220	DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
There was none.  

 6221	TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THE 8th JULY 2026
The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 8th July 2026 were reviewed. They were agreed to be a correct record and it was unanimously;

Resolved
That the minutes of the meeting be approved and signed by the Chair.

 6222	QUESTIONS TO OFFICERS 
Councillor Jenkins asked officers whether there are plans to resurface the footpath running through the William Bell open space. The response was that there are no plans currently. Councillor Chalkley undertook to see if the path’s edging could be tidied.  

 6223	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
[bookmark: _Hlk216778389][bookmark: _Hlk153544682]	County Councillor Wren joined the meeting at 7.35pm. She spoke at length on reducing speeding through the village, problematic parking and the co-ordination of roadworks. She also touched briefly on local housing developments including Shottfield Close, Sandridge. 

[bookmark: _Hlk14268955]	

CLERK’S REPORTS

[bookmark: _Hlk204760806][bookmark: _Hlk216778549][bookmark: _Hlk153545772] 6224	Monthly Accounts
Members reviewed a schedule of creditor payments for the period 9th July 2026 to 12th August 2026, having been previously circulated. It was unanimously;

Resolved
To ratify payment of this schedule, made on 14th August 2026. 

Members also reviewed a schedule of creditor payments for the period 13th August 2026 to 9th September 2026. It was unanimously;

Resolved
To approve payment of the online transfers detailed in the schedule and to ratify all other payments through standing charges and debit card shown on the schedule.

[bookmark: _Hlk184820827][bookmark: _Hlk204760925][bookmark: _Hlk194065861][bookmark: _Hlk214031598]6225	Sports and Recreation
Members received an update from the Project Officer on installations, improvements, planned works this year and ideas for next. It was noted that future works will be impacted by the new cost of maintaining the two public toilet blocks.

6226	Sandridge Parish Council’s Risk Management Policy 
The Council was asked to review its Risk Management Policy, an electronic version of which was circulated to members on 30th July 2026. It was unanimously;

Resolved
To re-adopt the policy as circulated for review in September 2027 (audit requirement).

6227	Transfer of Sandringham Crescent Playground
On 29th July the Clerk wrote to all Members, suggesting that in the current financial climate it would be imprudent to take further asset transfers from the District Council until the rising cost of the public toilet maintenance is better understood. Following agreement in principle from a majority of Members a letter was sent to the District Council to this effect. It was;

Resolved
To ratify the decision not to take transfer of the asset known as Sandringham Crescent Playground at this time but to revisit this in due course.

[bookmark: _Hlk169254746][bookmark: _Hlk103332064][bookmark: _Hlk14269151][bookmark: _Hlk61877611][bookmark: _Hlk21949394]6228	Matters of Note
· [bookmark: _Hlk193290236][bookmark: _Hlk81906056][bookmark: _Hlk100825070][bookmark: _Hlk184822237][bookmark: _Hlk195024372]  The St Albans District Community Governance Review has completed with the Sandridge
  boundaries unchanged.  
·   The Finance Committee meeting scheduled for 28th September has been moved back to Monday
·   5th October.
·   The NJC has agreed a local government pay award for 2026/27 of 3.3% across all scales. This
  will be implemented in the September salary run, backdated to 1st April 2026. 

COUNCILLOR AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

[bookmark: _Hlk214032027][bookmark: _Hlk216780468][bookmark: _Hlk204761124]6229	Grant Applications
[bookmark: _Hlk200965841][bookmark: _Hlk184822530]             -    There were no grant applications this month. 






6230	Update on the Transfer of Public Toilets
Councillor Wells updated Members on the issues around the long closure of the Marshalswick toilet, most of which were unforeseeable. He confirmed that the working party was hopeful of opening it soon. He confirmed that a quote had been received to install an automatic locking system on the unit in Sandridge village.

Note: This toilet has now opened

6231	 Update on the District Council’s Local Plan
Councillor Hale gave Members a brief history of the District Council’s Local Plan and why the process has proved difficult over several years. He spoke on the number of dwellings to be built across the District and on the complexity of Green Belt versus Grey Belt. He was able to confirm that, at a simultaneous District Council meeting, the Local Plan had just been adopted, having been approved as legally compliant with modifications by the Inspector.
[bookmark: _Hlk204761390][bookmark: _Hlk529183843][bookmark: _Hlk81906843][bookmark: _Hlk145947421][bookmark: _Hlk200966538][bookmark: _Hlk214032126][bookmark: _Hlk161242938][bookmark: _Hlk103335615][bookmark: _Hlk216780702][bookmark: _Hlk166243357]
6232	MEETINGS OF COMMITTEES:
		Committee Chairs spoke briefly on committee meetings as below.

  	   - Jersey Farm Woodland Park Committee 7th September 2026
	   -  Planning Committee – see below
[bookmark: _Hlk184999081]
6233	MATTERS OF NOTE ARISING SINCE THE CIRCULATION OF THE AGENDA
· Councillor Hale confirmed that the Local Government Reorganisation was to be temporarily suspended. This means the elections in May 2027 are likely to be to the District Council and Parish Council only. 
· A consultation on local speed limits, hosted by Herts Highways, opened on Monday 7th September (not Sandridge village). 
· Councillor Hale will be holding a Highways meeting at Marshalswick Community Centre on 21st October 2026. Members are welcome to attend (not relevant to Sandridge village).
· Councillor Wells asked why the Council re-branding hadn’t appeared on the agenda. Members of the working party confirmed the matter is in hand and will appear on the October agenda.

[bookmark: _Hlk204761968]6234	PLANNING MATTERS
[bookmark: _Hlk184822924][bookmark: _Hlk200966671][bookmark: _Hlk190437226][bookmark: _Hlk169255533][bookmark: _Hlk145947950][bookmark: _Hlk138149662]            The Planning Committee met on 13th July, 3rd August and 24th August 2026.

Sandridge Parish Council’s Planning Committee meets every three weeks to review and respond to planning applications received from the Planning Authority, St. Albans District Council. Planning applications commented on since the last Full Council meeting are; 
[bookmark: _Hlk103267769]
[bookmark: _Hlk169081818]1 St Mary’s Walk 5/2026/0663
19 Portman Close 5/2026/1150

Please note: Planning applications received at the Parish Office from the Planning Authority after the Parish Council agenda has been published may also be discussed at the meeting as may applications of complexity or applications likely to impact heavily on the Green Belt.

6235	SUGGESTIONS AND/OR MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT FUTURE MEETINGS
· Rebranding the Parish Council
· An update on the Local Government Reorganisation
· An update on refurbishment of the two public toilet blocks






	
[bookmark: _Hlk161243119][bookmark: _Hlk214032346]Next meeting date – 14th October 2026 at 7.30pm – Marshalswick Community Centre 

[bookmark: _Hlk27491598][bookmark: _Hlk56690306][bookmark: _Hlk61942305][bookmark: _Hlk103336734][bookmark: _Hlk14271181][bookmark: _Hlk524704054][bookmark: _Hlk517263424][bookmark: _Hlk524695735]There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.46pm.
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9th Sept 2026 FC
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