
SANDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

[image: ]



SANDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 	Met at Marshalswick Community Centre on Wednesday 10th June 2026 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT: 	Councillors John Hale, Maurice Wells, Graham Leonard (Chair), Carol Chalkley, Anne Thomas, Adam Twidell, Mary Ternouth, Nik Foreman, Raihaanah Ahmed, James Lambert, Mike White  

OFFICERS:                 	Simon Thwaites, Parish Clerk, Emma Hostler, Deputy Clerk
Rebecca Pannese, Project, Amenities & Community Engagement Officer (PACE), Stef Hayes, Community Centres Manager

ABSENT:		 			-  

						
IN ATTENDANCE:     	Bryn Jenkins, a candidate for co-option, Anne Chance-Read, District Councillor    



[bookmark: _Hlk103331510]6177	TO RECEIVE AND FORMALLY ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
[bookmark: _Hlk195619467]Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Debbie Chachulski and June Reid. 

 6178	DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
There was none.  

 6179	TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 13th MAY 2026
The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 13th May 2026 were reviewed. They were agreed to be a correct record and it was unanimously;

Resolved
That the minutes of the meeting be approved and signed by the Chair.

 6180	QUESTIONS TO OFFICERS 
There was none.  

 6181	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
[bookmark: _Hlk216778389][bookmark: _Hlk153544682]	District Councillor Anne Chance-Read introduced herself as a new councillor representing Wheathampstead and Sandridge village. She looks forward to her involvement in the village and to working with the Parish Council. The Chair thanked Councillor Chance-Read for attending.





[bookmark: _Hlk14268955]	CLERK’S REPORTS

[bookmark: _Hlk204760806][bookmark: _Hlk216778549][bookmark: _Hlk153545772] 6182	Monthly Accounts
Members reviewed a schedule of creditor payments for the period 14th May 2026 to 10th June 2026. It was unanimously;

Resolved
To approve payment of the online transfers on this schedule on 12th June 2026 and to ratify the payment of standing charges and debit card payments already made. 

[bookmark: _Hlk184820827][bookmark: _Hlk204760925][bookmark: _Hlk194065861][bookmark: _Hlk214031598] 6183	Co-option 
On 14th April 2026, following the resignation of Councillor Roberts, the District Council posted notice of the casual vacancy, giving members of the electorate an opportunity to request an election. No request was received and so a notice of co-option was displayed on parish noticeboards and the Parish Council’s website for the vacancy to be filled at this meeting. One application was received and the applicant was  invited to attend the meeting. After discussion it was;

Resolved
To co-opt Mr Bryn Jenkins to Sandridge Parish Council, Jersey Farm Ward.

 6184	Summer Event 2027/28
The Clerk asked Members to consider whether to hold a community event on the Woodland Park next year. It was agreed to bring ideas to the next Full Council meeting when scale and budget can be discussed and agreed ahead of the upcoming budget setting process

 6185	Asset Register
Members reviewed a copy of the Asset Register previously reviewed by the Finance Committee and Internal Auditor and to be subject to external audit in due course through the AGAR. It was unanimously;

Resolved
To formally note and approve the Asset Register as circulated.

 6186   Internal audit – Year end 2025/2026
Councillors considered the 2025/26 year-end audit report and accompanying papers completed by Internal Audit Services (IAS Ltd). These consisted of;

· The Internal Audit Analysis
· The Auditor’s observations and the Clerk’s responses 
· The Auditor’s covering letter

These were also reviewed by the Finance Committee on June 1st. It was unanimously;

Resolved
To formally note the audit report.

 6187	2025/26 Budgetary Control (outturn)
The Clerk presented a budgetary control report showing outturn for 2025/26. Final net expenditure was noted to be £351,455 against an approved budget of £377,832. This gave a reduction on budgeted net expenditure of £26,377. Material variations were summarised as;

· Increased National Insurance
· Purchase of air source heat pumps
· New front door to Parish Office
· Underspend on Sports and Recreation
· New chairs and tables for the committee room
· Grounds maintenance savings from no asset transfers
· Significantly reduced tree works
· Car park resurfacing
· No parish event
· Woodland Park pond

[bookmark: _Hlk103187577][bookmark: _Hlk164770364] 6188	Reserves
Members reviewed and formally noted a table of Earmarked and General Reserves at year-end. 

[bookmark: _Hlk166147958] 6189	2025/26 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR)
A set of Supporting Statements compiled by George Street Accountants, together with a copy of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) for the year ended 31st March 2026 were reviewed. Also reviewed was a table of variations on outturn between 2024/25 and 2025/26 as required by the external auditor. These were also reviewed by the Finance Committee on June 1st 2026. It was unanimously;

  	Resolved
To declare that Sandridge Parish Council acknowledges responsibility for ensuring there is a sound system of internal control, including the preparation of the Supporting Statements, and confirms that to the best of its knowledge and belief, with regards to the Supporting Statements for year ended 31st March 2026, the 2025/26 Annual Governance Statement should be approved and that the Chair of The Council and the Parish Clerk should sign Section 1 of the AGAR. It was further;

Resolved
To confirm that to the best of its knowledge, the 2025/26 Accounting Statements contained in the Annual Return, plus the explanation of variances represent the financial position of the Council for the year ended 31st March 2026 and that the Parish Council Chair should sign Section 2 of the AGAR, the Parish Clerk (as RFO) having done so prior to this meeting.

 6190	The Exercise of Public Rights 2025/26
The Clerk informed members that the Exercise of Public Rights, during which members of the community are able to inspect the annual supporting statements (and Annual Return) and raise any issues of concern with the external auditor will run from the 12th June 2026 to 23rd July 2026 in accordance with regulations. It was unanimously;

Resolved
That Full Council formally notes and approves these dates and confirms that all regulations in this regard have been complied with. 

 6191	Future Works to the Marshalswick Community Centre Car Park
The Facilities Manager and Centres Manager briefly detailed works to The Ridgeway car park they will recommend for inclusion in the 2027/28 budget setting process. Members were asked to consider this matter prior to the next meeting. 

[bookmark: _Hlk169254746][bookmark: _Hlk103332064][bookmark: _Hlk14269151][bookmark: _Hlk61877611][bookmark: _Hlk21949394] 6192	Matters of Note
· [bookmark: _Hlk193290236][bookmark: _Hlk81906056][bookmark: _Hlk100825070][bookmark: _Hlk184822237][bookmark: _Hlk195024372]3 new PC’s have been purchased for the Parish Office. 
· The tennis court at Spencer Meadow has been fully washed, lined and treated by a specialist company.

COUNCILLOR AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

[bookmark: _Hlk214032027][bookmark: _Hlk216780468][bookmark: _Hlk204761124]6193	Grant Applications
[bookmark: _Hlk200965841][bookmark: _Hlk184822530]             -    There were no grant applications this month. 

6194 	Update on Transfer of Public Toilets
Councillors Thomas and Wells provided a verbal update on progress in transferring the Sandridge and Marshalswick public toilets from the District Council to the Parish Council.

6195		Rebranding of the Parish Council
[bookmark: _Hlk204761390][bookmark: _Hlk529183843][bookmark: _Hlk81906843][bookmark: _Hlk145947421][bookmark: _Hlk200966538][bookmark: _Hlk214032126][bookmark: _Hlk161242938][bookmark: _Hlk103335615][bookmark: _Hlk216780702][bookmark: _Hlk166243357]Councillor Ternouth updated Members on the results of a recent survey leading to the next step of this project – the creation of a design.  

6196	MEETINGS OF COMMITTEES:
		Committee Chairs spoke briefly on committee meetings as below.

  	   -  Finance Committee 1st June 2026	
	   -  Planning Committee – see below
[bookmark: _Hlk184999081]
6197	MATTERS OF NOTE ARISING SINCE THE CIRCULATION OF THE AGENDA
There was none

[bookmark: _Hlk204761968]6198	PLANNING MATTERS
[bookmark: _Hlk184822924][bookmark: _Hlk200966671][bookmark: _Hlk190437226][bookmark: _Hlk169255533][bookmark: _Hlk145947950][bookmark: _Hlk138149662]            The Planning Committee met on 1st June 2026.

Sandridge Parish Council’s Planning Committee meets every three weeks to review and respond to planning applications received from the Planning Authority, St. Albans District Council. Planning applications commented on since the last Full Council meeting are; 
[bookmark: _Hlk103267769]
[bookmark: _Hlk169081818]40 Ardens Way 5/2026/0814 

Please note: Planning applications received at the Parish Office from the Planning Authority after the Parish Council agenda has been published may also be discussed at the meeting as may applications of complexity or applications likely to impact heavily on the Green Belt.

6199	SUGGESTIONS AND/OR MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT FUTURE MEETINGS
	Updates on rebranding and asset transfers.

[bookmark: _Hlk161243119][bookmark: _Hlk214032346]Next meeting date – 8th July 2026 at 7.30pm – Marshalswick Community Centre 

[bookmark: _Hlk27491598][bookmark: _Hlk56690306][bookmark: _Hlk61942305][bookmark: _Hlk103336734][bookmark: _Hlk14271181][bookmark: _Hlk524704054][bookmark: _Hlk517263424][bookmark: _Hlk524695735]There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.45pm.






 	Chair ……………………………………….	Date …………………………......	
10th June 2026 FC
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