
SANDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

[image: ]



SANDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 	Met at Marshalswick Community Centre on Wednesday 13th May 2026 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT: 	Councillors John Hale, Maurice Wells, Graham Leonard (Chair), Carol Chalkley, Anne Thomas, Adam Twidell, Mary Ternouth, June Reid, Debbie Chachulski, Nik Foreman, Raihaanah Ahmed, James Lambert  

OFFICERS:                 	Simon Thwaites, Parish Clerk, Emma Hostler, Deputy Clerk
Rebecca Pannese, Project, Amenities & Community Engagement Officer (PACE), Stef Hayes, Community Centres Manager

ABSENT:		 			-  

						
IN ATTENDANCE:     	-    



6153 [bookmark: _Hlk103185488]TO ELECT A CHAIR AND RECEIVE A DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE FOR THE  
   ENSUING YEAR
Councillor Leonard was proposed as Chair by Councillor Reid. The proposal was seconded by Councillor Hale before it was;

Resolved
To elect Councillor Leonard as Chair for the coming year. An Acceptance of Office was duly signed.


6154 [bookmark: _Hlk103185566]TO ELECT A VICE CHAIR AND RECEIVE A DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE FOR THE ENSUING YEAR	
Councillor Hale was proposed as Vice Chair by Councillor Lambert. The proposal was seconded by Councillor Ternouth before it was;

Resolved
To elect Councillor Hale as Vice Chair for the coming year. An Acceptance of Office was duly signed.

[bookmark: _Hlk103331510] 6155	TO RECEIVE AND FORMALLY ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
[bookmark: _Hlk195619467]Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor White. 

 6156	DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
There was none.  

 6157	TO NOTE THE DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON THE 8th  
APRIL 2026
	The draft minutes were duly noted.

 6158	TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 8th APRIL 2026
The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 8th April 2026 were reviewed. They were agreed to be a correct record and it was unanimously;

Resolved
That the minutes of the meeting be approved and signed by the Chair.

6159	QUESTIONS TO OFFICERS 
There was none.  

6160	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
[bookmark: _Hlk216778389][bookmark: _Hlk153544682]	There was none.

[bookmark: _Hlk14268955]	CLERK’S REPORTS

[bookmark: _Hlk204760806][bookmark: _Hlk216778549][bookmark: _Hlk153545772]6161	Monthly Accounts
Members reviewed a schedule of creditor payments for the period 9th April 2026 to 13th May 2026. It was unanimously;

Resolved
To approve payment of the online transfers on this schedule on 15th May 2026 and to ratify the payment of standing charges and debit card payments already made. 

[bookmark: _Hlk184820827][bookmark: _Hlk204760925][bookmark: _Hlk194065861][bookmark: _Hlk214031598]6162	Share St Albans (Library of Things)
Members read an update from Share St Albans on progress with this excellent environmental initiative (the Parish Council has allocated a garage to the organisation to provide a central point of distribution).  

6163	To appoint representatives of the Council to Other Bodies and Committees 
Members, having been sent a schedule of Parish Council committees and outside bodies on April 16th, were asked to confirm their preferences at this meeting.  
It was unanimously:

Resolved
1. That Council approved the allocation of members to committees as agreed at the meeting and;
2. That Council delegated the power to each committee to elect a Chair and Vice Chair (if required by the Terms of Reference) at its next meeting.

The Deputy Clerk was asked to email a revised schedule of membership to all Councillors.

6164	Terms of Reference for all Parish Council Committees
	It was unanimously;

Resolved
To request a review of Terms of Reference by each committee at its next scheduled meeting. Any material amendments to be brought back to Full Council for ratification. 

6165   Parish Council’s Insurance Policy
Members noted that the Parish Council’s insurance policy will renew on 1st June 2026. This will be year two of a three year rolling renewal with a premium of £6,545. This is an increase on the current premium of £528 and now includes the two toilet blocks (building and contents).


6166	A verbal update on local issues from County Councillor Allison Wren. 
	County Councillor Wren was unable to attend the meeting.

[bookmark: _Hlk103187577][bookmark: _Hlk164770364]6167	Community Centres Biannual Report
A report from the Community Centres Manager was reviewed before it was;

Resolved
To approve the increase in Hall hire charges as recommended in the report. 

[bookmark: _Hlk166147958]6168	Review and re-adoption of the Code of Conduct
It was unanimously;

Resolved
To re-adopt the Parish Council’s Code of Conduct for the coming year. 

[bookmark: _Hlk169254746][bookmark: _Hlk103332064][bookmark: _Hlk14269151][bookmark: _Hlk61877611][bookmark: _Hlk21949394]6169	Matters of Note
· [bookmark: _Hlk193290236][bookmark: _Hlk81906056][bookmark: _Hlk100825070][bookmark: _Hlk184822237][bookmark: _Hlk195024372]The 2025-26 year-end process is now well underway. The Annual Return and associated documents will be brought to both the Finance Committee and Full Council in June.
· The Committee for Sustainability has decided not to hold a sustainability based market on the community garden/community centre this year. Other small events are being considered. 
· A meeting has been held with a representative of the Hornbeam Wood Hedgehog Sanctuary with a view to holding a public information evening focused on the plight of hedgehogs locally. 
· Two recycled plastic benches will soon be installed in the community garden. These were funded from clothing bank income following a resolution by the Committee for Sustainability.
· Members are each reminded to revisit their Declaration of Interest on the District Council website to ensure it is still current.
· The casual vacancy left by the resignation of Councillor Roberts can be filled by co-option from May 13th. Any applications will be brought to Full Council in June.

COUNCILLOR AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

[bookmark: _Hlk214032027][bookmark: _Hlk216780468][bookmark: _Hlk204761124]6170	Grant Applications
[bookmark: _Hlk200965841][bookmark: _Hlk184822530]-     St Leonard’s Church – maintenance of the House Lane cemetery. 
       It was proposed by Councillor Hale, seconded by Councillor Twidell and;

Resolved
To award the sum of £2,500.

· Hornbeam Wood Hedgehog Sanctuary – enhancement and ongoing management of woodland within the sanctuary.
It was proposed by Councillor Hale, seconded by Councillor Lambert and;

            Resolved
            To award the sum of £480.

· St Mary’s Church – Holiday at Home Scheme. 
It was proposed by Councillor Lambert, seconded by Councillor Reid and unanimously;

           Resolved
           To award the sum of £1,200.

All awards made under S.137 of the Local Government Act 1972

6171 	Public Toilets
Members of the working party updated the meeting on progress in taking transfer of the two local toilet blocks. Matters discussed included opening arrangements, cleaning, roof repairs and funding. 

6172		Rebranding of the Parish Council
Members of the rebranding working party talked councillors through two documents (a creative brief and a vision statement) circulated with the agenda in preparation of creating a draft brand for Council signage etc.  
[bookmark: _Hlk204761390][bookmark: _Hlk529183843][bookmark: _Hlk81906843][bookmark: _Hlk145947421][bookmark: _Hlk200966538][bookmark: _Hlk214032126][bookmark: _Hlk161242938][bookmark: _Hlk103335615][bookmark: _Hlk216780702][bookmark: _Hlk166243357]
6173	MEETINGS OF COMMITTEES:
		Committee Chairs spoke briefly on committee meetings as below.

- Jersey Farm Woodland Park Committee 13th April 2026
	- Planning Committee – please see below
[bookmark: _Hlk184999081]
6174	MATTERS OF NOTE ARISING SINCE THE CIRCULATION OF THE AGENDA
- Councillor Hale informed the meeting that the Hatfield Aerodrome Quarry enquiry took place on 21st
   April to hear local representations. The Secretary of State will issue a judgement in due course. 
-  A Highways meeting with County Councillor Hale will be held at 10am on 20th May at Marshalswick
   Community Centre.

[bookmark: _Hlk204761968]6175	PLANNING MATTERS
[bookmark: _Hlk184822924][bookmark: _Hlk200966671][bookmark: _Hlk190437226][bookmark: _Hlk169255533][bookmark: _Hlk145947950][bookmark: _Hlk138149662]            The Planning Committee met on 20th April and 11th May 2026.

Sandridge Parish Council’s Planning Committee meets every three weeks to review and respond to planning applications received from the Planning Authority, St. Albans District Council. Planning applications commented on since the last Full Council meeting are; 
[bookmark: _Hlk103267769]
Land off Sandridgebury Lane and between the railway line and Harpenden 5/2026/2271
31 St Leonard’s Crescent 5/2026/0680
Land at 148 St Albans Road 5/2026/0582
2 Runcie Close 5/2026/0218
Land to rear 38 & 40 Briar Road 5/2026/0611
81 Langley Grove 5/2026/0770
1 St Mary’s Walk 5/2026/0663

Please note: Planning applications received at the Parish Office from the Planning Authority after the Parish Council agenda has been published may also be discussed at the meeting as may applications of complexity or applications likely to impact heavily on the Green Belt.

6176	SUGGESTIONS AND/OR MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT FUTURE MEETINGS
	There was none.

[bookmark: _Hlk161243119][bookmark: _Hlk214032346]Next meeting date – 10th June 2026 at 7.30pm – Marshalswick Community Centre 

[bookmark: _Hlk27491598][bookmark: _Hlk56690306][bookmark: _Hlk61942305][bookmark: _Hlk103336734][bookmark: _Hlk14271181][bookmark: _Hlk524704054][bookmark: _Hlk517263424][bookmark: _Hlk524695735]There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.38pm.






 	Chair ……………………………………….	Date …………………………......	
13th May 2026 FC
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