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SANDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 	Met at Marshalswick Community Centre on Wednesday 11th March 2026 at 7.30pm 

PRESENT: 	Councillors John Hale, Maurice Wells, Graham Leonard (Chair), Carol Chalkley, Anne Thomas, James Lambert, Adam Twidell, Mary Ternouth, June Reid, Jenny Roberts, Debbie Chachulski 

OFFICERS:                 	Simon Thwaites, Parish Clerk, Emma Hostler, Deputy Clerk
Rebecca Pannese, Project, Amenities & Community Engagement Officer (PACE), Stef Hayes, Community Centres Manager

ABSENT:		 			-  

						
IN ATTENDANCE:     	One member of the public (see item 6122)  



[bookmark: _Hlk103331510]6116	TO RECEIVE AND FORMALLY ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Raihaanah Ahmed and Mike White.

6117	DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
There was none.  

6118	TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 11th FEBRUARY 2026
The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 11th February 2026 were reviewed. They were agreed to be a correct record and it was unanimously;

Resolved
That the minutes of the meeting be approved and signed by the Chair.

6119	QUESTIONS TO OFFICERS 
A question was asked regarding the resurfacing of the Marshalswick Community Centre car park. 

6120	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
[bookmark: _Hlk216778389][bookmark: _Hlk153544682]	There was none.






[bookmark: _Hlk14268955]	CLERK’S REPORTS

[bookmark: _Hlk204760806][bookmark: _Hlk216778549][bookmark: _Hlk153545772]6121	Monthly Accounts
Members reviewed a schedule of creditor payments for the period 12th February 2026 to 11th March 2026. It was unanimously;

Resolved
To approve payment of the online transfers on this schedule on 13th March 2026 and to ratify the payment of standing charges and debit card payments already made. 

[bookmark: _Hlk184820827][bookmark: _Hlk204760925][bookmark: _Hlk194065861][bookmark: _Hlk214031598]6122	Co-option                      
Members considered an application for the casual vacancy left by Councillor Oakley’s resignation (Sandridge Ward). The candidate spoke briefly and responded to questions from the table. It was unanimously;

Resolved
That Mr Nik Foreman be co-opted to Sandridge Parish Council for the Sandridge Village Ward. 

Cllr Foreman joined the meeting at this point.

6123	Information and Data Protection
Members reviewed an Information and Data Protection Policy circulated with the agenda. It was explained that this document was drafted to replace two existing policies, thus simplifying management of the associated risks. After agreeing to a number of minor amendments, it was unanimously;

Resolved
To adopt the policy as amended. 

6124	Internet Banking Procedures
Members reviewed an existing Internet Banking Procedure document, subject to a number of amendments highlighted by the Clerk and Deputy Clerk. It was unanimously;

Resolved
To re-adopt the amended procedures for review in two years.

[bookmark: _Hlk169254746][bookmark: _Hlk103332064][bookmark: _Hlk14269151][bookmark: _Hlk61877611][bookmark: _Hlk21949394]6125	Matters of Note
· [bookmark: _Hlk81906056][bookmark: _Hlk100825070][bookmark: _Hlk184822237]Resurfacing of the car park between Marshalswick Community Centre and the M & S Food Hall is due to commence on 9th and 10th of March (now complete). 
· Councillors are reminded that the Parish Council will host a Repair Fair at Jersey Farm Community Centre with St Albans Fixers on Saturday 28th March, 1pm to 6pm. This will be managed through pre booked slots (via Eventbrite).  
· The Council’s internal auditor will be carrying out a year-end audit focussed around April 27th 2026.
.

COUNCILLOR AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

[bookmark: _Hlk214032027][bookmark: _Hlk216780468][bookmark: _Hlk204761124]6126	Grant Applications
[bookmark: _Hlk200965841][bookmark: _Hlk219306172] 	- Sandridge Cricket Club – Grounds Maintenance. It was unanimously;

Resolved
To award the sum of £1,380 under s.137 LGA 1972

	- Marshalswick Carpet Bowls Club - new mats. It was unanimously;

Resolved
To award the sum of up to £2,000 under s.137 LGA 1972

	


[bookmark: _Hlk184822530]6127	Jersey Farm Woodland Park Pond
Councillor Thomas updated Members on this project, the key message being the need to suspend works while the ground is waterlogged. 

6128	Parish Council Re-branding
Members considered a report and proposals from Councillors Ternouth, Chachulski and Twiddle. Following discussion around the purpose of a rebrand of the Parish Council, in particular in relation to the upcoming restructuring of local councils, it was unanimously;

Resolved
1. To set up a Working Group of Councillors and staff to move the re-branding initiative forward swiftly, based on the necessary actions identified in the report.

1. That the Working Group liaises with the Finance Committee as necessary and reports back to Full Council monthly on progress. 
Councillors Hale, Foreman, Ternouth, Chachulski and Lambert to form the new Working group.

6129	Public Toilets in Marshalswick and Sandridge Village
A report compiled by Councillors Wells, Ternouth, Thomas, Chalkley and Ahmed was reviewed. Various aspects of the upcoming transfer of these assets were discussed including access, cleaning and major works required before transfer. It was unanimously;

Resolved
That Members approve the Working Party, in liaison with the Clerk, to complete contract negotiations with the St Albans Community Pantry to provide access management at the Sandridge village toilet block.

To approve funding of up to £9,000 for the supply and installation of a fully automatic door system plus ongoing maintenance costs as detailed above for the Marshalswick toilet block. A recommendation to be brought back to the April Council meeting.

Not to charge members of the public to use either facility (to be reviewed in the future). 
It was further unanimously;

Resolved
That members delegate authority to the Clerk in liaison with the Working Party to progress the appointment of cleaners, having followed all due diligence and with an undertaking to report back to Council as appropriate. 
It was further unanimously;

Resolved
That members delegate authority to the Clerk in liaison with the Working Party to progress minor cosmetic works as appropriate and with an undertaking to report back to Council as appropriate. 

6130	Lyndon Care Home
Councillor Roberts took Members through a report regarding the imminent closure of this facility. Members expressed their regret at seeing this longstanding institution close.

[bookmark: _Hlk204761390][bookmark: _Hlk529183843][bookmark: _Hlk81906843][bookmark: _Hlk145947421][bookmark: _Hlk103335615][bookmark: _Hlk216780702][bookmark: _Hlk166243357]6131	MEETINGS OF COMMITTEES:
[bookmark: _Hlk200966538][bookmark: _Hlk214032126]		Committee Chairs spoke briefly on committee meetings as below.
-  Sports and Recreation Committee 4th March 2026 (deferred to March 18th)
[bookmark: _Hlk219306370]-  Planning Committee – see below




[bookmark: _Hlk184999081]6132	MATTERS OF NOTE ARISING SINCE THE CIRCULATION OF THE AGENDA
- Councillor Hale informed the meeting that he will meet with Highways Officers on Wednesday 20th May at 10am in Marshalswick Committee Room. He also made reference to the ongoing application to quarry on land to the rear of Notcutts Nurseries.
- Councillor Wells said he plans to bring quotes for the installation of air source heat pumps at Jersey Farm Community Centre to the next meeting. 

[bookmark: _Hlk204761968]6133	PLANNING MATTERS
[bookmark: _Hlk184822924][bookmark: _Hlk200966671][bookmark: _Hlk190437226][bookmark: _Hlk169255533][bookmark: _Hlk145947950][bookmark: _Hlk138149662]           The Planning Committee met on 16th February and 9th March 2026. 
 
Sandridge Parish Council’s Planning Committee meets every three weeks to review and respond to planning applications received from the Planning Authority, St. Albans District Council.
Planning applications commented on since the last Full Council meeting are; 

[bookmark: _Hlk184822980]235/237 Sandpit Lane 5/2025/2029
13 Ardens Way 5/2026/0121 
The Willows and Former Baptist Church 5/2025/2321

	Please note: Planning applications received at the Parish Office from the Planning Authority after the Parish Council agenda has been published may also be discussed at the meeting as may applications of complexity or applications likely to impact heavily on the Green Belt.  

6134	SUGGESTIONS AND/OR MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT FUTURE MEETINGS
Centres Manager Stef Hayes asked for three volunteers to assist her in compiling the Summer edition of Neighbourhood News. Councillors James Lambert, John Hale and Adam Twidell agreed to join.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk214032346]Next meeting date – 8th April 2026 at 7.30pm – Marshalswick Community Centre. This follows the Annual Parish Meeting at 7pm.
[bookmark: _Hlk27491598][bookmark: _Hlk56690306][bookmark: _Hlk61942305][bookmark: _Hlk103336734][bookmark: _Hlk14271181][bookmark: _Hlk524704054][bookmark: _Hlk517263424][bookmark: _Hlk524695735]
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.00pm.










 	Chair  ……………………………………….	Date …………………………......	

11th March 2026 FC
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