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MEMBERS OF THE SPORTS & RECREATION GROUNDS COMMITTEE
 Met on Wednesday 16th September 2026 at 7.30pm at Marshalswick Community Centre

PRESENT:        Councillors: James Lambert, Mike White, Carol Chalkley, Nik Forman, 
     Debbie Chachulski
	     Public Members: Jez Cox, Chris Cooke
	

APOLOGIES:   Councillor: Raihaanah Ahmed
    

OFFICERS:		    Rebecca Pannese - Project, Amenities & Community Engagement (PACE) Officer 
	    Simon Thwaites – Parish Clerk

ABSENT:	


680	Disclosures of Interest and Dispensations 
There was none.

681	Election of Chair
Councillor Lambert was nominated by Councillor White for Chair. This nomination was seconded by Councillor Chachulski before it was unanimously;

Resolved
To elect Councillor Lambert as Chair for the coming year.

682	Election of Vice Chair
Councillor Chalkley was nominated by Public Member Jez Cox for Vice Chair. This nomination was seconded by Councillor Lambert before it was unanimously;

Resolved
To elect Councillor Chalkley as Vice Chair for the coming year.

683	Review and approve the Terms of Reference for the forthcoming year
	The TOR for this committee are reviewed as required annually. It was agreed that the TOR be re-adopted for the coming year.




684	Minutes
 To approve the minutes of the Sports and Recreation Grounds Committee meeting held
     on the 18th March 2026. It was unanimously:
           RESOLVED
That the minutes be approved and signed as a correct record.


[bookmark: _Hlk193120125]685	2026/27 Capital Works 
 The Committee reviewed the spend from the budget thus far and any outstanding works yet  
           to be completed. Members reviewed and noted the following:

Capital budget 2026/27

· £40,000 Capital works (currently unallocated)
· £6,725 Maintenance and responsive works
· £5,750 General playground expenses
· £25,000 will be moved from general reserves to earmarked reserves for future capital works. The Clerk may be proposing reducing this to £15,000 as part of the budget setting process.

[bookmark: _Hlk193120261]Installations and works so far;

· Harness Way Fitness Area - £13,520

· Spencer Meadow – Court 1 line repainting - £2,645

· Replacement bollards for Sherwood - £1,082

· Surfacing under toddler swings in Sherwood Playground - £6,592

· Toddler swing seat replacement in Sherwood Playground - £640

	Awaiting installation 

· Improving the goal mouths at William Bell and Harness Way Open Space - £5,060

· New signs on playgrounds - £620

686	Creating a Community Labryinth 
Members of the Committee were provided with a copy of an email received by Councillor Lambert following a Neighbourhood News article requesting ideas from residents. The email requested the Committee consider installing a community labyrinth, providing a space for walking, reflection, connection and wellbeing. Members discussed the idea and were supportive of the benefits such space would bring and recognized the value it would add to the community. Members resolved to consider the idea in the future planning of this Committee and Cllr Lambert will contact the resident and thank them for bringing it to our attention.



687    Repairs to Swinging Steps in Jersey Farm Adventure Playground
Repairs are due to be undertaken following independent play inspection recommendation. This work will be carried out at the earliest opportunity and includes the following;
· Replace worn top lugs 
· Cut off and install eyebolts
· Renew vertical chains to triangular foot bar
· Renew non-compliant top bolt with compliant fixings. 
· On the lower chain assembly, replace lower lugs with eyebolts, renew lower chain and each connecting frame bracket.

The cost for the above works is £1,000, and the Committee was asked to ratify this. It was therefore unanimously;

RESOLVED
To ratify the spend of £1,000 on repairs to the swinging steps.

688    Postponement of Transfer of the Wheat Close Playground
The Committee noted that it has been formally agreed by Councillors not to continue with this acquisition at this time because of budgetary restraints.

689    BoxUp
Cllr Lambert provided a summary account of his proposal which was circulated with the agenda. Discussion of the proposal ensued, with questions asked, potential pilot sites suggested and possible issues raised. Following a lengthy discussion, it was:

RESOLVED 
For Cllr Lambert to contact BoxUp and request more information, including the possibility of a duel or singular modular unit, and attempt to find other Councils locally who have installed the units for Members to visit before deciding on whether to pursue with the initiative. 

690    Shade cover for playgrounds 
The Committee discussed the potential need to invest in sail canopies to enable facilities to be used more safely in full summer sun. Cllr Lambert recommended members look at the following websites to see examples;
https://auracanopies.com/
https://www.fawns.co.uk/products/canopies
https://sovereignplayequipment.co.uk/playground-shades-shelters/shade-sails/

Following discussion of potential sites within the parish, members agreed on the benefits of shade inside playgrounds during summer months in the changing climate. It was therefore;

RESOLVED
To research costings and viability of installing a sail canopy for shade in one of the parish playgrounds. Cllr Chaculski will undertake to research other sites in the region that members can visit and share the details with the Committee. 

691	Request from resident to install an access gate onto the rear of their property onto Spencer Meadow Car-park
A request was made to the office by a resident of Hopkins Crescent asking the Parish Council to consider granting permission for an access gate to be installed to the rear of their property. To install the gate, a section of hedgerow (belonging to SPC) would need to be removed. It was noted that several neighbouring properties have such gates, but there is no record that can be found within the office archives detailing whether permission was granted for these.  
Members discussed the request and it was;

RESOLVED
That on this occasion we will agree to the access gate subject to the following conditions;
· The gate be no wider than 1.2metres
· The part of the hedge to be removed must be no wider than the access gate to preserve as much foliage as possible
· The cost of the part hedge removal and installation of gate is at the householder’s expense

 	The PACE Officier will write to the householder outlining the above. 

692    Wetpour surfacing under spider climber at Sherwood Park
The office was contacted by a resident in July whose grandson had taken a tumble off the spider climber and requested that the Committee consider installing wetpour surfacing underneath the apparatus (there are currently grass mats installed). An approximate quotation was obtained, and the work is estimated to cost in the region of £8000. The Committee considered whether this is a necessary addition, noting that no recommendation was made to amend this item on the Independent Safety Inspection Report, and it was rated “low risk”. 

Members discussed the suggestion and whilst they recognised the benefits of a wetpour surface, given this was an isolated incident and alongside the low risk rating from the independent play inspector, the decision was made not to pursue with the installation of wetpour surfacing. 

693   Tennis Lines on Astro Court at Spencer Meadow
The Parish Council was asked to consider installing tennis lines on the astro court at Spencer Meadow. The request came from a tennis coach who regularly hires the tennis court, and believes that should the Committee procced, our income for the courts will increase due to the increase in demand he has for tennis lessons that could include both courts. It is worth noting that hire for tennis is unlikely to affect the football clubs, whose hire is mainly during evening hours. To paint lines on the astro surface, the cost would be £795. The coach would be responsible for providing his own collapsible tennis net. It is therefore:

Recommended
To proceed with the installation of tennis lines on the Astro Court at Spencer Meadow. 

694    Cricket / Football Pitch fees
Due to the grounds maintenance contract value expected to increase IRO 3.5% in 2026/27, members were presented with the below table outlining the relative increase;

	Use
	Current
	Proposed
	Increase (3.5%)

	
	£
	£
	£

	Football Pitch
	1,105 annually
	1,144
	39

	Cricket Pitch
	2,590 annually
	2,681
	91

	Tennis/Netball Court
	6/12 per hour
	6/12
	0

	Astro Court
	6/15 per hour
	6/15
	0



(the 6/12 6/15 represents the cost of hire to individuals and to teams respectively)

Floodlight tokens are currently £10 per hour.

Following discussion, it was unanimously;  

RESOLVED:
To increase pitch fees by 3.5% and leave the hire of the MUGA’s and flood lights the same. Tennis/netball and Astro court hire to remain unchanged. 

695    Committee Walkabout
The Committee reflected on the two walkabouts that were held over two separate dates over the summer. Suggestions for future works to enhance the playgrounds are outlined below;

· Damson Way. Replace the two slat benches. Pond maintenance and fence repairs (through Sustainability Committee). 
· Harness Way. Possibility of installing two benches on Jersey Lane side of the open space. Replace witches hat with higher play value apparatus.
· Jersey Farm Adventure Playground. Further exploration of how to incorporate new apparatus into the natural undulations.
· Sherwood Playground. BoxUp units. Table tennis table. Grass matting or similar at rear entrance onto multi-use games area. 
· William Bell. Zip wire. 
· Spencer Meadow. Installation of dragon swing in playground. Table tennis table outside playground.
· St Leonard’s. Installation of single goal (same as in Sherwood Park).

696    Matters of Note
· Ten more key fobs have been purchased for the MUGA’s at Spencer Meadow
· Two new junior teams have made long-term bookings on the astroturf at Spencer Meadow
· The newly installed resistance machines at Harness Way have had some teething issues and Fresh Air Fitness have been on site on several occasions to rectify issues.
· Following on from the independent play inspections, repairs have been carried out on the skate ramp including two new Skatelite sheets, repainting and repair of the platforms and replacement of missing bolts. 
· The mature Oak tree in William Bell is going to be fenced in order to allow the grass underneath to grow, reducing evaporation and increasing water retention. This is on recommendation from arboriculturists following an internal decay 

697	Any other Business
Cllr Chachulski requested the committee go around the table for Members to introduce themselves, as this is the first committee meeting since new committee membership has been allocated. 

[bookmark: _Hlk193120757]698 	Matters Arising Since the Circulation of the Agenda
Officers informed Members of recent contact with a representative of Sandridge Rovers      Football Club regarding pitch improvements, which had been initially raised last year. A request had been made to the Parish Council for funding towards an external contractor wanting to undertake initial pitch groundwork, including scarifying and seeding. The request was noted as urgent to maximise the weather conditions at present. The Committee discussed at length the challenges faced by all clubs in the area and beyond, following the difficult dry conditions over the summer months. Whilst Members were sympathetic towards the need to make improvements to the pitches, they were reluctant to award any funding outside of a formal grant application. The PACE Officer has subsequently advised Sandridge Rovers to make a grant application ahead of the October Full Council. 

The PACE Officer and Clerk updated members on the plan to erect a small fence around the veteran Oak tree in William Bell Open Space following an internal decay inspection. Whilst the tree is considered safe, the fence will help preserve moisture around the base of the tree by allowing the grass to grow long and therefore offer increased protection from drought in future years. The Committee agreed to erect a small sign informing residents of the purpose of the fence. 

699	Suggestions for Future Meetings
	

There being no further business the meeting concluded at 9.16pm


Date of next meeting – 7:30pm Wednesday 2nd December 2026 at Marshalswick Community Centre 



				Chair …………………………………..


				Date……………………………………..
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