Sandridge Parish Council
[image: image1.jpg]



THE COMMITTEE FOR SUSTAINABILITY
Met at 7.30pm at Marshalswick Community Centre on Tuesday 31st March 2026.
	Present:
	Councillors Maurice Wells (Chair), Carol Chalkley, Raihaanah Ahmed, June Reid, Mary Ternouth
Public Members David Kealey, Jim Watson, HCC Officer Julian Thornton, representative of Sustainable St Albans Philip Nalpanis

	Officers:
	Emma Hostler, Deputy Clerk, Simon Thwaites, Clerk, Rebecca Pannese, PACE Officer 



	Absent:
	


   1060
To Receive and accept Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors James Lambert and Debbie Chachulski
1061
Disclosures of Interest and Requests for Dispensation
There was none. 
1062    Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 20th January 2026
The minutes of the meeting held on 20th January 2026, having been previously circulated, were taken as a correct record.  It was unanimously;

Resolved
That the minutes be approved and signed as a correct record by the Chair.

1063
Budgets

Members discussed and noted the table below in relation to ongoing initiatives.

	Item
	2025-26 Budget

£
	2025-26 Actual to date

£
	2026-27 Budget

£
	Notes

	Sustainability Projects (6665)
	2,500
	296
	2,250
	£1,500 earmarked for JFWP pond

	Community garden (6659)
	1,500
	551
	1,250
	£750 earmarked for JFWP pond

	Wildflower/pollinator initiative (6654)
	3,000
	2,320
	3,000
	Sowing in spring 2026

	Tree planting (6653)
	5,000
	0
	5,000
	Planting in winter

	Wild Bird initiative (6652)
	3,500 + 2,142
	3,785
	1,500
	Swift initiative. (£2,142 is the income from residents having had boxes installed in 2025/26). £2,000 earmarked for JFWP pond 


Note: Councillor Ahmed joined the meeting at this point.

1064
Matters of Note
· The projected balance in earmarked reserves relating to clothing bank income is £1,471 at 31st March 2026. Please see item 8. 

· St Albans Community Pantry has commenced at Spencer Hall, operating its charity aimed at supporting low income families with food donations and, significantly, reducing food waste.

· A St Albans Fixers event took take place at Jersey Farm Community Centre on 28th March 2026. The Committee thanked the St Albans Pantry for providing refreshments. 47 items were worked on and 31 of those were fixed, saving 65kg of waste going to landfill.
· Jersey Farm Community Centre will have air source heat pumps installed this coming summer to replace the existing fan heaters. This will significantly reduce energy usage and the walls will also be tested for cavity insulation. Councillor Wells updated Members on this project.
IMPROVING THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT FOR RESIDENTS

1065
Update from Julian Thornton (HCC) on Footpaths and Rights of Way

Julian Thornton briefed the meeting on current discussions around Jersey Lane. He confirmed that new signage has been installed there and that some surface dressing will take place within 2026/27.  

Public Member David Kealey shared details of an application to have the short stretch of pathway between Sandridgebury Lane and Sandridge 8 BW (in front of the Sandridge scout hut) designated a public Right of Way. He thanked officers following a very good response from a Parish Council Facebook post seeking witness statements. 
1066
Friends of Jersey Lane
Jim Watson updated Members on volunteer sessions on the lane, including strimming, hedge planting and minor tree work. He confirmed the installation of 12 new signs encouraging responsible shared use of the lane. A tree identification walk is planned for the future and issues around fly tipping are subject to ongoing enquiries.
1067 Benches in the Community Garden

Councillor Wells sought approval from the Committee for the purchase of two 1.8 m recycled plastic benches with backs and arms for the community garden at a combined cost of £1,000. Funding to come from the commission raised through clothing banks and placement to be in the corner by the community centre toilet blocks. It was;

Resolved
To utilise funds of £1,000 raised through our clothing banks (now removed) and held in reserve for use by this committee.
PROTECTING AND SUPPORTING NATURE

1068
Supporting Hedgehogs in the Parish 

After two years of nesting box installations, it was suggested to the Committee to revisit the Swift initiative in a year’s time when success of the project can be fully measured. If agreed, this would leave an uncommitted budget of £1,500 in 2026/27 for use on another wildlife-based initiative. Councillor Thomas and the Clerk have discussed the promotion of hedgehog welfare in the parish as a possible project.

Since the year 2000, urban hedgehog populations have reduced by a third and rural hedgehog populations by half. It was suggested that there may be scope for the Parish Council to once again partner with members of the community in putting in place measures to protect and support the local population. Some examples of steps that could be taken are;

· A public meeting by a local expert to inform and give direction to interested residents. 
· Promotion of Hedgehog Highways allowing hedgehogs free passage through several gardens during their nocturnal forage.
· Obtain sign-up from residents to avoid dangerous practices such as ponds with no easy gradients, bonfires and slug pellets. 
Hornbeam Wood Hedgehog Sanctuary in Harpenden has expressed interest in participating and an initial meeting has been arranged for 11am on 13th April to which committee members were invited. It was unanimously;

Resolved
To approve Councillor Thomas and the Clerk (with other interested committee members) to progress this initiative and report back in due course.
1069 Sandridge Swift Initiative Update

It was noted that Stage 2 of the Sandridge Parish Swift initiative is now complete with another 40 nesting boxes successfully installed (doubles counting as two). A bat box was also installed. The total over two years is 73 nesting sites plus 4 at St Leonard’s Church. A recording of swifts has been circulated to all participants to help attract birds.

1070 Community Garden

A verbal update on activities in the garden was given by Councillor Chalkley. As a way of directing future enhancements, Members were asked whether this item belongs under the heading ‘Protecting and Supporting Nature’ or ‘Improving the Natural Environment for Residents’. 

  1071
Jersey Farm Woodland Park Pond 

 
The Project Officer and Deputy Clerk provided an update on progress towards this

project, aimed at increasing biodiversity on the park. Members were pleased to hear that it is  progressing well.
RECYCLING, REUSING, REPURPOSING, REPAIRING

1072   Sustainable Market

Councillor Chalkley presented a report circulated with the agenda. Following discussion it was decided not to proceed with a market at this time. This was due to there being too many uncertainties around whether to hold the event indoors or out, the nature of stalls and the availability of volunteers. Councillor Ahmed suggested participating in The Great Big Green Week (6th – 14th June) and gave the committee a numbers of ideas for participation. An official opening of the Woodland Park Pond was one suggestion and Councillor Wells said he would raise that with Councillor Thomas who is leading on that project. Councillor Ahmed said she would contact the Clerk with other ideas.
CARBON REDUCTION AND CAPTURE

1073   Solar Panels at Jersey Farm Community Centre
Councillor Wells informed the meeting that he will be requesting a budget in 2027/28 for the replacement and expansion of the solar panels on the roof of Jersey Farm Community Centre. 

  1074
ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE AGENDA FOR THE NEXT MEETING
· Councillor Chalkley asked for an agenda item to plant daffodils around part of the Harness
    Way Open Space between the path and the perimeter.
To close, the Clerk raised the issue of the flowerbed behind Jersey Farm Community Centre, cleared to make room for the new air source heat pumps. It was agreed that some sort of inexpensive planting would be beneficial there. It was also agreed to have a running agenda item for all open spaces such as William Bell and Skys Wood but under one general heading. 
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 30st June 2026 at 7.30pm at Marshalswick Community Centre.  
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.50 pm
Chair
…………………………………………….
Date
………………………..............................
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