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	JERSEY FARM WOODLAND PARK MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
	Met at 7.30pm at Marshalswick Community Centre on Monday 13th April 2026

	PRESENT:


	Parish Councillors –Carol Chalkley, Jenny Roberts, Adam Twidell (Chair), Anne Thomas, 
Public Members – Johanna Houlahan, Carol Higgins, Frances Leonard


	OFFICERS:
	Emma Hostler - Deputy Clerk

Rebecca Pannese – Project, Amenities and Community Engagement (PACE) Officer

	OTHER ATTENDEES:
	There was none


	ABSENT:
	District Councillors Raj Visram and Michael Jones
Public Member Jamie Burrows



The meeting was preceded by a visit to the Woodland Park at 6.30pm to view the recently completed pond and bee and butterfly banks. 
749.
TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received and accepted from Warden Mark Carter, Cllr Wells, Cllr White and Public Member John Forward.
750.
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION


There was none.  

751.
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF 26th JANUARY 2026

The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 26th January 2026, having previously been circulated, were taken as a correct record and it was, unanimously;

RESOLVED


That the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 26th January be approved and signed by the Chair as a correct record. 

752.
MATTERS OF REPORT
· Flailing back of vegetation to widen the woodland perimeter path has been completed as well as flailing of blackthorn at selected points along the woodland edges as part of a rotational programme (see management plan). 

· New illustrated panels (both meadow and woodland) and other replacement parts have now been ordered and upon installation by the Project, Amenities and Community Engagement (PACE) Officer and Cllr Wells the refurbishment programme of the interpretation boards will then be complete. 

· Cllr Wells has used the mower for the first time from its new location in the storage unit on the Park and reported positively on how easy it was to do so.
753.
UPDATE FROM MARK CARTER, WARDEN


Mark Carter provided a written update on recent works completed which was read to the Committee by the Deputy Clerk and included:


- thinning and coppicing in Bill’s Wood


- cutting and laying three sections of boundary hedge opposite Pat’s Wood


- cutting the hedge on the eastern boundary of Woodland House


- felling four dead trees (three ash and a blackthorn) in the vicinity of footpaths


Mark also made observations on the presence of wildflowers in the woodlands, previously planted by Committee members.
754.
UPDATE ON THE POND INSTALLATION PROJECT

Cllr Thomas provided a verbal update on the pond installation works which are now complete. The surrounding butterfly banks have been rotovated and seeded. She also prepared and distributed a short information sheet on how long it will take for the pond to establish itself naturally and what to expect. The Committee agreed to review after one year the extent to which the pond was developing naturally, without any interventions, or whether some actions should be taken such as seeding the margins of the pond to speed the process up. Other actions agreed included: placing bird posts along the water line from logs salvaged from the nearby woods; purchasing a water depth measuring post to monitor water levels throughout the year; providing small log pile habitats around the shallow zone; providing an extra barrier at the bottom of the access gate to prevent dogs from slipping under. The PACE Officer will provide costs for producing new pond specific artwork for the new interpretation board which is due to be refitted in the area. 

The Committee discussed the suggestion made by the Parish Council Committee for Sustainability to hold an official pond opening event to coincide with the Great Big Green Week on 6th-14th June (a UK wide initiative organised by the Climate Coalition) but agreed that it would be preferable to organise something later in the year when the pond is more established. 
755.
RELOCATION OF THE BUTTERFLY BANKS

Cllr Thomas updated Members on the current location of the spoils from the pond dig to be used to create the butterfly banks at the edge of the North Plantation opposite Bill’s Wood. She reported on concerns expressed by both Malcom Hull, Butterfly Conservation, and Kallum Wright, Herts County Council Countryside Management Services about the presence of blackthorn in the area which could penetrate the butterfly banks. On that basis, Cllr Thomas and Officers have identified an alternative location, on the northern side of the track (Footpath 27) between St Helier Road and Woodland House (either side of the Memorial Wood where the bee hives are located). Malcolm Hull commented: ‘This is a good sunny location away from trees and should be quite suitable’. Cllr Thomas requested £1,300 funding to move the spoils from their current location to this new position, with a view to seeking grant funding to complete further works including shaping and chalk capping later in the year.

Some discussion ensued about the size and look of the banks and suitability of the proposed location. It was agreed that, whilst committing to creating the butterfly banks and recognising the need to move from their current location, works should pause for the time being and discussed again at a future meeting. In the meantime, Cllr Thomas and Officers will apply for external grant funding to assist with the project. It was;

RESOLVED
To defer on moving the location of the butterfly bank spoils until later in the year. 
756.
SANDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL BENCH POLICY


Members were previously circulated with a copy of the draft commemorative bench policy as provided by Cllr Leonard and amended by Cllr White following discussions at the last meeting. Members approved the policy but reaffirmed an earlier decision not to make any further commemorative benches available currently due to lack of available space. It was agreed however that the PACE Officer could offer a plaque only arrangement for two pre-existing unmarked benches on the Park at a cost of £250 each to two interested parties on a waiting list. It was;


RESOLVED 


To adopt the commemorative bench policy as amended by Cllr White, for reference should space become available for commemorative benches in the future. 

757.
NEW PARKRUN SUMMER ROUTE
Public Member Johanna Houlahan briefly explained the need for the Jersey Farm parkrun team to adjust the 5k summer course due to the installation of the pond in the area of the previous course. The parkrun team met with representatives of the Parish Council to discuss the options that would be agreeable to all parties and have designed a new course which has been tested by a small group of runners. Having previously circulated a map, Members were asked to review the new proposed course and it was;

RESOLVED

To agree the proposed summer course for Jersey Farm parkrun which will now be submitted to parkrun HQ for validation.  It is hoped to adopt the new course in May. 

758.
THIRD PARTY ACTIVITIES AT PARKRUN
The parkrun team regularly receives requests from charitable organisations to have a presence at the event for either fundraising or awareness raising purposes. These are often passed on the Parish office for approval. To date, efforts have been made to restrict such activities to low-key, one-off activities organised by individuals with close links to parkrun. Members were asked to consider the merit of drafting an informal policy to help manage these requests along the following lines:
- limiting activity to just one fundraiser/charity at each event

- require a pre-existing affiliation with the parkrun community

- should be on a one-off or limited time period basis

- all activities to be low-key

- neither Sandridge Parish Council or parkun to accept any liability

Discussion ensued, and some concerns raised, including potential liability issues. It was agreed that the parkrun team will draft an informal policy for review by the Committee at a future meeting and in the meantime, requests will continue to be considered directly by the parkrun director or the Parish Office. These will be restricted to individual fundraisers, ideally young people, with a close affiliation to parkrun.
759.
SAFETY, WELFARE AND RISK MANAGEMENT IN THE WOODLAND PARK.


Cllr Twidell asked if there were any incidents concerning safety, welfare or risk management to report but there were none.


Cllr Twidell reported a concern raised by the residents of Woodland House regarding safety passing points on the track between Woodland House and St Helier Road (Footpath 27). The Committee advised that the track is the responsibility of Herts County Council and therefore any concerns should be raised with them in the first instance. Cllr Twidell to revert to the residents accordingly. 
760.
EXPENDITURE 2026-27
Members were asked to note final year end expenditure of £15,335 against a budget of £15,000 for 2025-26 – a breakdown was previously circulated. This shows that the Committee actually spent £38,785 but received £23,450 in contributions from elsewhere, including a total of £14,450 from Sandridge Parish Council towards the pond and storage container. 

761.
MATTERS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Woodland management plans

Location of the butterfly banks

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the JFWP Management Committee will take place at 22 Highfield Road, Sandridge, AL4 9BU (tbc) at 7.30pm on Monday 22nd June 2026. Those able to do so, to meet at 6.30pm at the pond for a walkabout.
Before close of business, Members extended heartfelt thanks to Cllr Roberts for her many years’ service on the Committee, as this would be her final meeting on behalf of Sandridge Parish Council before resigning her position as a Councillor. It is hoped that Cllr Roberts will continue her association as a Public Member on the Committee. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.50pm.





Chair      ……………………………….






Date        …….………………………..
