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Sandridge Parish Council


The Planning Committee met at 2.00pm on the 26th January 2026 at Marshalswick Community Centre

PRESENT:	Councillors: Graham Leonard (Chair), Mike White, John Hale, Mary Ternouth

OFFICER:	Rebecca Pannese, Projects, Amenities and Community Engagement Officer 

ABSENT:			Councillors; June Reid, Julie Oakley
	 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: There was none. 

1270	MINUTES
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 5th January 2026, having been previously circulated, were unanimously approved as a correct record.

[bookmark: _Hlk157439570]1271	5 Holborn Close, St Albans, Herts  AL4 9YG – Planning Application 5/2025/2323
[bookmark: _Hlk207706012]	Following discussion, it was:

	RESOLVED
	Not to submit a comment.

[bookmark: _Hlk172559173][bookmark: _Hlk163488522]1272	Menage to north of Sandridgebury Farm, Sandridgebury Lane, St Albans,  AL4 6JB – Planning Application 5/2025/2318
[bookmark: _Hlk176189106]	Following discussion, it was: 
	
	RESOLVED 
	To submit the following comments:

	Sandridge Parish Council recognise that this proposal falls outside the Sandridge village envelope and lies within the Green Belt.  However, given that this proposed bungalow will only occupy a smaller footprint then the very old stable block it will replace, we offer no formal objection.  The fact that it is a single storey building no taller than the existing stables with a green roof means that it should blend well with the surrounding fields, hedges and trees.  We regret the loss of stabling, but recognise the difficulties in maintaining such facilities.





1273	68 Pondfield Crescent, St Albans, AL4 9PF – Planning Application 5/2025/2326
Following discussion, it was: 
	
	RESOLVED 
	Not to submit a comment.

[bookmark: _Hlk209625904]1274	142E St Albans Road, St Albans, AL4 9LI – Planning Application 5/2025/2325
	Following discussion, it was:

	RESOLVED
	To submit the following comments:
	
	Sandridge Parish Council strongly object to this planning application which conflicts with several aspects of the Sandridge Neighbour Hood Plan (SNP), as detailed below.

SNP Policy D.2.  New development, improvements or extensions to existing buildings must take into account, and reflect, the distinctive area characteristics in terms of the design and materials used. 
The materials to be used in the proposed building are not in sympathy with the neighbouring properties

SNP Policy D.3. The scale and height is in keeping with existing and adjacent buildings.
The proposed three storey building is clearly at odds with the neighbouring properties.

SNP Policy D.9. New development to be integrated with existing developments, reflecting the character of the frontage of nearby properties.
As with Policy D4.3, the proposed structure will be incongruous and not in harmony or keeping with keeping with respect to its immediate neighbours.

SNP Policy D4.12, Each home has an outdoor garden space or part of or access to a communal garden.
It is unclear from the submission as to whether this property will have any garden associated with it.

SNP Policy E1, Natural Environment, Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure
1. Retain mature or important trees, groups of trees or woodland on-site.
1. Use landscaped hedges rather than hard landscaped fences and ensure all traditional hedgerow boundaries are conserved and restored.
The proposed site is shown to be very close to existing woodland and there are distinct hedgerows in the immediate vicinity.  The submission shows that these hedges will be replaced by close boarded fences.  The applicant has included a tree protection plan and this should be vigorously inspected to ensure it will protect the mature trees present on the site.

1275	2 St Mary’s Walk, St Albans, AL4 9PD – Planning Application 5/2025/2341
	Following discussion, it was:

	RESOLVED
	Not to submit a comment.

1276	26 Barnfield Road, St Albans, Herts AL4 9UU – Planning Application 5/2025/2244
Following discussion, it was:

RESOLVED
Not to submit a comment.


1277	27 Highfield Road, Sandridge, St Albans, AL4 9BX – Planning Application 5/2025/2361
	Following discussion, it was:

	RESOLVED
	To submit the following comment:
Sandridge Parish Council recognizes that the applicant has attempted to address the reasons for refusal of their previous application.  However, we continue to believe this increase in ridge height of 1.56 metres will result in a building which is significantly higher than its immediate neighbours.  This conflicts with Sandridge Neighbourhood Plan Policy D4, Housing Development and Building Guidelines, Section 3, which states that “The scale and height is in keeping with existing and adjacent buildings”.  Even with the proposed modifications it will still be very large and overbearing on the neighbour at number 28, whose property is at a lower level
To address the problem of SADC overlooking SPC planning  submissions specifically in relation to 5/2025/2019 (235/237 Sandpit Lane)
The Chair of the Planning Committee, in his capacity as Chair of Sandridge Parish Council, will write a strongly worded letter to the Chief Executive of St Albans District Council demanding an explanation as to how it is possible for planning officers to repeatedly overlook submissions from SPC and then claim in reports that none were submitted.  He will also request that in future, assigned planning officers confirm with SPC that they have received our submissions as a means of ensuring that our views are taken into account.

1278	1 Packhorse Close, St Albans, Herts AL4 9TQ – Planning Application 5/2025/2127
	Following discussion, it was:

	RESOLVED
Not to submit a comment.

1279	81 Harness Way, St Albans, AL4 9HB – Planning Application 5/2025/2299
	Following discussion, it was:

	RESOLVED
Not to submit a comment.

1280	To address the problem of SADC overlooking SPC planning submissions specifically in relation to 5/2025/2019 (235/237 Sandpit Lane)

	The Chair of the Planning Committee, in his capacity as Chair of Sandridge Parish Council, will write a strongly worded letter to the Chief Executive of St Albans District Council demanding an explanation as to how it is possible for planning officers to repeatedly overlook submissions from SPC and then claim in reports that none were submitted.  He will also request that in future, assigned planning officers confirm with SPC that they have received our submissions as a means of ensuring that our views are taken into account.




	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Planning Committee is scheduled for 16th February 2026 at 2pm, at Marshalswick Community Centre.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 3.25pm



			Chair …….………………………………….


			Date ………………………………………… 
	Planning Committee – 26th January 2026
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