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Sandridge Parish Council


The Planning Committee met at 2.00pm on the 5th January 2026 at Marshalswick Community Centre

PRESENT:	Councillors: John Hale (Chair), Graham Leonard, June Reid, Mike White, Mary Ternouth, Julie Oakley

OFFICER:	Emma Hostler, Deputy Clerk

ABSENT:			 There was none
	 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: There was none. 

1261	MINUTES
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 15th December 2025, having been previously circulated, were unanimously approved as a correct record.

[bookmark: _Hlk157439570]1262	117 The Ridgeway, St Albans, Herts  AL4 9XA – Planning Application 5/2025/2131
[bookmark: _Hlk207706012]	Following discussion, it was:

	RESOLVED
	Not to submit a comment.

[bookmark: _Hlk172559173][bookmark: _Hlk163488522]1263	235 The Ridgeway, St Albans, Herts  AL4 9XG – Planning Application 5/2025/2209
[bookmark: _Hlk176189106]	Following discussion, it was: 
	
	RESOLVED 
	Not to submit a comment. 

1264	17 Lyndon Mead, Sandridge, AL4 9EX – Planning Application 5/2025/2222
Following discussion, it was: 
	
	RESOLVED 
	Not to submit a comment.

[bookmark: _Hlk209625904]1265	Land at the rear of 38 and 40 Briar Road, Herts, AL4 9TL – Planning Application 5/2025/2142
	Following discussion, it was:

	RESOLVED
	To submit the following comments:
Sandridge Parish Council object to this application for a four bedroom dwelling on the rear gardens of Numbers 38 and 40 Briar Road given the particular issues this area has with flooding of the sewer system, a not infrequent event that the house holders at the lower end of Briar Road have experienced.  We would therefore strongly endorse the response from Thames Water to ensure that this new dwelling does not compound the problem in contravention of Policy D4 of the Sandridge Neighbourhood plan.  

Policy D4(14) states that Developers should ensure that all utilities infrastructure is adequate to support additional housing by demonstrating that sufficient capacity exists within the sewerage network.” furthermore Policy D4(15) states that “Development must ensure that there is no increase in the current risk of localized flooding”.
There may also be a problem with overlooking from the new house affecting No. 42 Briar Road as this new dwelling will look directly onto the windows on the side of No. 42. 

Sandridge Parish Council would also like to point out that the plethora of recent and current development proposals for this site (two earlier applications 5/2025/1462 and 5/2025/1515 and a subsequent one 5/2025/2224) is exceptionally confusing and lacks the clarity and transparency required for meaningful public consultation. The fact that the determination of these applications overlap means that it is extremely difficult for the Council and neighbouring residents to understand how they relate to one another, or what are the applicant’s overall intentions for the site.

1266	38 Briar Road, St Albans, AL4 9TI – Planning Application 5/2025/2224
	Following discussion, it was:

	RESOLVED
	To submit the following comments:
Sandridge Parish Council would also like to point out that the plethora of recent and current development proposals for this site (this one, and three earlier applications 5/2025/1462 and 5/2025/1515 and 5/2025/2142) is exceptionally confusing and lacks the clarity and transparency required for meaningful public consultation. The fact that the determination of these applications overlap means that it is extremely difficult for the Council and neighbouring residents to understand how they relate to one another, or what are the applicant’s overall intentions for the site.

This application appears to be a retrospective request for the demolition of the extension previously part of No 38 Briar Road.  This has been completed and the entire new flank wall fully rendered, which is a finish not in sympathy with surrounding dwellings.  Furthermore a large rear dormer has been added which is again out of keeping with its immediate neighbours.

1267	17 Hunt Close, St Albans, Herts AL4 9JH – Planning Application 5/2025/2020
Following discussion, it was:

RESOLVED
Not to submit a comment.

1268	11 Packhorse Close, St Albans, Herts, AL4 9YG – Planning Application 5/2025/2195
	Following discussion, it was:

	RESOLVED
	To submit the following comment:
Sandridge Parish Council have no specific objections to this proposal for the extension of 11 Packhorses Close.  However, we are concerned that the parking spaces shown on the plan would require the loss of almost the entire front garden.  We would therefore request that a condition be placed on the applicant to ensure that a permeable surface is used for the parking area.  Packhorse Close slopes down from The Ridgeway and so loss of ground permeability would result in more surface water reaching the end of the close, hence our concern. 

1269	Oaklands College Smallford Campus and Land South of Sandpit Lane – Planning Application 5/2025/1875
Given the size of the development proposed in the above application, Committee Terms of Reference require delegated authority from Full Council to respond to this application on behalf of the Council. It was agreed that members of the Committee will make a presentation to Full Council at the next meeting on the details of the application and to request authority to proceed with a response on behalf of the Council.
Since the meeting, Cllr Leonard presented to Full Council at the meeting on 14th January 2026, and a resolution was made to delegate authority to the Planning Committee to submit a response on behalf of the Council. This response was submitted to SADC Planning Team on 26th January 2026.

	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Planning Committee is scheduled for 26th January 2026 at 2pm, at Marshalswick Community Centre.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 3.05pm



			Chair …….………………………………….


			Date ………………………………………… 
	Planning Committee – 5th January 2026
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