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Sandridge Parish Council


The Planning Committee met at 2.00pm on the 15th December 2025 at Marshalswick Community Centre

PRESENT:	Councillors: John Hale (Chair), Graham Leonard, June Reid, Mike White, Mary Ternouth

OFFICER:	Rebecca Pannese, Project, Amenities and Community Engagement Officer

[bookmark: _Hlk200373661]APOLOGIES:		 Councillors: Julie Oakley

ABSENT:			 
	 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: There was none. 


1252	MINUTES
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 24th November 2025, having been previously circulated, were unanimously approved as a correct record.

[bookmark: _Hlk157439570]1253	18 Harvesters, St Albans, Herts, AL4 9QU – Planning Application 5/2025/1897
[bookmark: _Hlk207706012]	Following discussion, it was:

	RESOLVED
	Not to submit a comment.

[bookmark: _Hlk172559173][bookmark: _Hlk163488522]1254	21 Hazelmere Road, St Albans, AL4 9RU – Planning Application 5/2025/2035
[bookmark: _Hlk176189106]	Following discussion, it was: 
	
	RESOLVED 
	Not to submit a comment. 

1255	114 Osprey Drive, St Albans, Herts, AL4 0LU – Planning Application 5/2/25/2052
Following discussion, it was: 
	
	RESOLVED 
	Not to submit a comment.
	




[bookmark: _Hlk209625904]1256	21 Woodfield Way, St Albans, Herts, AL4 9RY – Planning Application 5/2025/2099
	Following discussion, it was:

	RESOLVED
	Not to submit a comment. 

1257	235 Sandpit Lane, St Albans, AL4 0BU – Planning Application 5/2025/2029
	Following discussion, it was:

	RESOLVED
	To submit the following comments:

	Sandridge Parish Council (SPC) have a number of objections to the proposals in this planning application where it is in contravention of the Sandridge Parish Neighbourhood Plan.  The Council considers this proposal to be significant overdevelopment of the site as defined in Policy D4, Housing Development and Building Guidelines, as follows.

Policy D4.2 states that new developments or extensions to existing buildings must take into account, and reflect, the distinctive area characteristics in terms of the design and materials used.  The proposed design and material finishes are clearly at odds with the neighbouring properties, and the rear of the building is too close to the two new properties to be constructed in the former garden of this site.  This contravenes St. Albans District Council Saved Policy 70, which requires a minimum of 13.5 m from the dwelling to the rear boundary.  The plan shows that the building is only 10.02 m from the rear boundary.

Policy D4.3 states that the scale and height is in keeping with existing and adjacent buildings.  The inclusion of a second floor in the roof of the proposed building will result in a very high ridge line significantly above that of the current building, which already is higher than its neighbours and will be clearly visible from street level. 

Policy D4.9 states that new developments to be integrated with existing developments, reflecting the character of the frontage of nearby properties.  The new black cladded building will be in stark contrast to nearby properties and the significant difference in height exacerbated by the chalet style properties common in this part of Sandpit Lane.   We believe there will be a significant, negative, impact on the street scene should this development proceed in its current form.
We are also concerned that the rear facing windows on the second floor will result in overlooking of existing neighbours and the occupants of the new back-garden development, given the height of this building.  In the event of approval of this application, we would request that these should be obscured glazing and non-opening below 1.8 m above floor level.

This development would be covering a significant portion of the entire site with an impervious surface, whether it is the building itself, or all the hard standing proposed.  There is also the need for a long driveway to allow access to the two new dwellings in part of the former garden to this proposal.  SPC are concerned that there will be an increased surface run-off which needs to be contained, rather than just being allowed to spill out onto the street.  If approved, then we would like to see a condition applied to ensure that this potential problem is properly addressed.




1258	45 Osprey Drive, St Albans, Herts AL4 0LT – Planning Application 5/2025/2089
Following discussion, it was:

RESOLVED
Not to submit a comment.

1259	4 Holborn Close, St Albans, Herts, AL4 9YG – Planning Application 5/2025/2138
	Following discussion, it was:

	RESOLVED
	Not to submit a comment.

1260	17 Hunt Close, St Albans, Herts, AL4 9JH – Planning Application 5/2025/2103
	Following discussion, it was:

	RESOLVED
	To submit the following comment:

Sandridge Parish Council do not object in principle to this application.  Nevertheless, we would wish to record our dismay at the further loss of amenity land and hedging, which is slowly altering the open nature of the Jersey Farm estate.


	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Planning Committee is scheduled for 5th January 2026 at 2pm, at Marshalswick Community Centre.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 3.10pm



			Chair …….………………………………….


			Date ………………………………………… 
	Planning Committee – 15th December 2025
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