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MEMBERS OF THE SPORTS & RECREATION GROUNDS COMMITTEE
 Met on Wednesday 3rd December at 7.30pm 2025 at Marshalswick Community Centre

PRESENT:        Councillors: James Lambert, Mike White, Carol
     Chalkley, Graham Leonard

    Joined via Zoom: 
    Councillor: Jenny Roberts
	    Public Member: Jez Cox 
	

APOLOGIES:   Councillor: Raihaana Ahmed
    Public Member: Chris Cooke 

OFFICERS:		    Project, Amenities & Community Engagement (PACE) Officer 

ABSENT:	- 


660	Disclosures of Interest and Dispensations 
There was none.

661	Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Sports and Recreation Ground Committee held on 17th September 2025, having been previously circulated, were reviewed before it was:
	
	RESOLVED
That the minutes be approved and signed as a correct record.

[bookmark: _Hlk193120125]662	2025/26 Capital budget update
The Committee were reminded of the capital spend so far this year;

Budget 2025/26
Harness Way - £12,000 
Jersey Farm Adventure Playground - £10,000 
Spencer Meadow Playground - £17,500 
Spencer Meadow carpark - £14,000 
Total - £53,500



Spend so far Capital Works
Harness Way (trampolines and extended wetpour) £18,050
Spencer Meadow car park £2,590
William Bell swings £4,635
Skate ramp painting £1,725
Sherwood Park goal £3,406
Table tennis St Leonards £3,495
Rugby / football goals £6,500
Total spend £40,401

Spend so far maintenance 
Painting swing set St Leonards £325
Sherwood basket swing repairs £220
Astroturf Spencer Meadow £1,495
Trampoline clearance Sherwood - £150
Total spend £2,190

	Remaining budget (£53,500 – (£40,401 + £2,190) £10,909

The Committee agreed to proceed with the painting of the William Bell swing set at a cost of £475. New nets for the basketball hoops were discussed and the Committee agreed to include this as an item on the April agenda. 

663	Love Where you Live – 2 Minute Litter Pick
The PACE Officer has unsuccessfully attempted to contact officers at SADC to understand their experience of this initiative. The Committee agreed not to proceed with this. 

664	Cricket / Football Pitch fees
The grounds maintenance contract value is expected to increase IRO 6% in 2025/26. The table below was presented to outline the increase for the parish sports pitches:

	Use
	Current
	Proposed
	Increase (6%)

	
	£
	£
	£

	Football Pitch
	1,043 annually
	1,105
	62

	Cricket Pitch
	2,397 annually
	2,540
	143

	Tennis/Netball Court
	6/12 per hour
	6/12
	0

	Astro Court
	6/15 per hour
	6/15
	0



(the 6/12 6/15 represents the cost of hire to individuals and to teams respectively)

Floodlight tokens are currently £10 per hour. Following discussion it was:

RESOLVED:
To increase pitch fees by 6%. There will be no increase for the Multi-use Games Areas.




665	2026/27 Budget
In addition to the standard revenue budgets the following figures have been included in the budget for 2026/27
· £40,000 Capital works (currently unallocated)
· £5,750 General playground expenses
· £25,000 will be moved from general reserves to earmarked reserves for future capital works. 

Members discussed potential installations for the next financial year, and it was agreed to include some ideas on the April agenda. Members noted that the ideal location for the fitness trail would be Jersey Farm Open Space, and the challenges with installations at this location were discussed. 

666 	Matters of Note
· The lower branches of the mature Oak tree at Sherwood Open Space that were growing close to the swing set have been removed. 
· Usage of the MUGA’s in Spencer Meadow has risen and October was a record month for income. 

667	Any other Business
	There was none. 

[bookmark: _Hlk193120757]668 	 Matters Arising Since the Circulation of the Agenda
There was none. 

669	Suggestions for Future Meetings
	To discuss installations for 2026/27 at the April meeting. 

There being no further business the meeting concluded at 8.30pm


Date of next meeting – 7:30pm Wednesday 1st April 2026 at Marshalswick Community Centre



				Chair …………………………………..


				Date……………………………………..
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