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SANDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 	Met at Marshalswick Community Centre on Wednesday 11th February 2026 at 7.30pm 

PRESENT: 	Councillors John Hale, Maurice Wells, Graham Leonard (Chair), Carol Chalkley, Mike White, Anne Thomas, James Lambert, Adam Twidell, Mary Ternouth, Mike White, June Reid, Raihaanah Ahmed, Jenny Roberts 

OFFICERS:                 	Simon Thwaites, Parish Clerk, Emma Hostler, Deputy Clerk
Rebecca Pannese, Project, Facilities & Community Engagement Officer (PACE), Stef Hayes, Community Centres Manager

ABSENT:		 			-  

						
IN ATTENDANCE:     	Members of the Board of the St Albans Pantry  



[bookmark: _Hlk103331510]6098	TO RECEIVE AND FORMALLY ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Debbie Chachulski

6099	DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
Councillor Ahmed declared herself a member of the St Albans Community Pantry and Councillors Ternouth and White declared themselves members of the Marshalswick North Residents Association (please see grants).

6100	TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 14th JANUARY 2026
The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 14th January 2026 were reviewed. They were agreed to be a correct record and it was unanimously;

Resolved
That the minutes of the meeting be approved and signed by the Chair.

6101	QUESTIONS TO OFFICERS 
There was none. 

6102	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
[bookmark: _Hlk216778389][bookmark: _Hlk153544682]	The Chair brought forward the grant application from St Albans Pantry. Please see item 6109 for the outcome.
[bookmark: _Hlk14268955]	CLERK’S REPORTS

[bookmark: _Hlk204760806][bookmark: _Hlk216778549][bookmark: _Hlk153545772]6103	Monthly Accounts
Members reviewed a schedule of creditor payments for the period 15th January 2026 to 11th February 2026. It was unanimously;

Resolved
To approve payment of the online transfers on this schedule on 13th February 2026 and to ratify the payment of standing charges and debit card payments already made. 

[bookmark: _Hlk184820827][bookmark: _Hlk204760925][bookmark: _Hlk194065861][bookmark: _Hlk214031598]6104	2025/26 Budgetary Control 
	Members considered a summary of the budgetary Control Report reviewed by the Finance Committee on February 9th.
	The projected outturn was noted to be £333,773 against the budget of £377,832 giving a projected underspend on budget of £44,059. Key contributors being;

· Admin expenditure up £5,533
· Sports and recreation expenditure down £17,584
·     Community Centres expenditure up £18,915
· Facilities Management expenditure down £18,334
· Community Activities expenditure down £5,720
· Jersey Farm Woodland Park expenditure up £12,200
· General Income up £34,752

It was proposed by Councillor Reid, seconded by Councillor Lambert and unanimously ;

Resolved
To formally note this projection.

6105	Marshalswick Community Centre Car Park
The PACE Officer took members through a report concerning the poor state of surfacing at this car park. It was explained that the annual repair of potholes was not giving good value for money and that a quote had been received to re-surface two thirds of the damaged area. The expected lifespan of the proposed work had a significantly higher lifespan than when holes were independently filled. 
It was proposed by Councillor Lambert, seconded by Councillor Chalkley and unanimously;

Resolved
To approve funding of up to £15,000 for resurfacing the entire central area of the car park, excluding bays.

6106	Annual Parish Council Risk Assessment
On February 3rd 2026 the Deputy Clerk and the Clerk worked through the Parish Council’s Local Council Risk System (LCRS) for the coming year. A summary was attached with the agenda. Two items requiring action were identified during the assessment with remedial plans in place. It was unanimously;

Resolved
To formally note the Risk Assessment and to approve the signing of the document by the Chair.

6107    Public Toilets in Marshalswick and Sandridge Village
Members discussed at length a report by the Clerk circulated with the agenda regarding the threatened closure of public toilets in the parish. This debate followed several weeks of negotiation with the District Council. It was explained that, if the Parish Council resolves to accept transfer of the two assets, a single unisex accessible toilet would be refurbished by the District Council in each block prior to transfer. It was proposed by Councillor Hale, seconded by Councillor Reid and;

Resolved
That, subject to a number of undertakings already agreed with the District Council, Sandridge Parish Council would take transfer of the two assets in order to prevent future closure. A working party was duly formed to comprise Councillors Thomas, Wells, Ahmed, Ternouth, Chalkley and Reid.


[bookmark: _Hlk169254746][bookmark: _Hlk103332064][bookmark: _Hlk14269151][bookmark: _Hlk61877611][bookmark: _Hlk21949394]6108	Matters of Note
· [bookmark: _Hlk81906056][bookmark: _Hlk100825070][bookmark: _Hlk184822237]Councillor Julie Oakley has resigned from The Council with effect from January 29th 2026.  
The District Council will now invite residents to request an election prior to 20th February
2026. Failing this the seat will be filled by the Parish Council through co-option. Vacancies have arisen on the Finance Committee and the Planning Committee as a result.
· Staff appraisals were carried out in January 2026. These were taken to the HR Committee on 2nd February 2026. 
· The Parish Council will host a Repair Fair at Jersey Farm Community Centre with St Albans Fixers on Saturday 28th March, 1pm to 6pm. This will be subject to pre-booked slots (via Eventbrite).  Volunteers are sought to help with teas & coffees.
· The Centres Manager and PACE Officer are working on a project to propose enhancements to the Marshalswick Community Centre car park. They’ll be looking at surfacing, litter management, signage, CCTV and lighting before bringing a prioritised schedule of costed work to Full Council for consideration. (see also item 8). 
· Members of the Committee for Sustainability, led by Councillor Chalkley and the PACE Officer are planning a small market for the Community Garden in early summer. The theme of the market will be sustainability and the environment.
· Transfer of the assets known as the Jersey Farm Woodland Park and the Sandringham Crescent play area and Open Space has been put back to June or July 2026 by the District Council.

COUNCILLOR AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

[bookmark: _Hlk214032027][bookmark: _Hlk216780468][bookmark: _Hlk204761124]6109	Grant Applications
· [bookmark: _Hlk200965841] 	Marshalswick North Residents Association (MNRA). Opening channels of communication to
      residents.
Following discussion it was proposed by Councillor Hale, seconded by Councillor Wells and;

Resolved 
To award £600 for the purpose above.

·       St Albans Pantry. Various works to the kitchen at Spencer Hall.
Following discussion it was proposed by Councillor Leonard, seconded by Councillor Lambert and;

Resolved
To award £3,360 for the purpose above.
	
	Both the above awarded under S.137 of the LGA 1972

[bookmark: _Hlk184822530]6110	Jersey Farm Woodland Park Pond
Members received a verbal update on this project from Councillor Thomas. Some key points;
· 3 - 4 dry days will be required before work recommences in order to preserve the grassed areas.
· Wildflower seeds will be sown in the spring.
· Councillor Thomas recently hosted visitors to the pond from the Highfield Park Trust.

6111 Reducing Parish Council Energy Consumption
Councillor Wells put forward a report regarding energy usage at the office and community centres. This included cutting off all gas from Marshalswick Community Centre, sourcing air source pumps for Jersey Farm Community Centre, reviewing the solar panels at Jersey Farm Community Centre and exploring cavity wall insulation there too. It was agreed that these were all helpful and Councillor Wells was asked to report back to Full Council in due course.






[bookmark: _Hlk204761390][bookmark: _Hlk529183843][bookmark: _Hlk81906843][bookmark: _Hlk145947421][bookmark: _Hlk103335615][bookmark: _Hlk216780702][bookmark: _Hlk166243357]6112	MEETINGS OF COMMITTEES:
[bookmark: _Hlk200966538][bookmark: _Hlk214032126]		Committee Chairs spoke briefly on committee meetings as below.

 -  Committee for Sustainability 20th January 2026
 -  Woodland Park Committee 26th January 2026
 -  HR Committee 2nd February 2026
 -  Finance Committee 9th February 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk219306370] -  Planning Committee – see below

[bookmark: _Hlk184999081]6113	MATTERS OF NOTE ARISING SINCE THE CIRCULATION OF THE AGENDA
- Councillor Hale informed the meeting that a new telecoms mast will be installed at the Quadrant but that the existing one will be removed. The number of grey steel boxes will reduce.  
- Councillor Ahmed informed members there will be a QuadFest day at The Quadrant on May 2nd and a summer event evening, also at The Quadrant on June 4th.

[bookmark: _Hlk204761968]6114	PLANNING MATTERS
[bookmark: _Hlk184822924][bookmark: _Hlk200966671][bookmark: _Hlk190437226][bookmark: _Hlk169255533][bookmark: _Hlk145947950][bookmark: _Hlk138149662]            The Planning Committee met on 26th January 2026. 

Sandridge Parish Council’s Planning Committee meets every three weeks to review and respond to planning applications received from the Planning Authority, St. Albans District Council.
Planning applications commented on since the last Full Council meeting are; 

Land north of Sandridgebury farm 5/2025/2318
142E St. Albans Road Sandridge 5/2025/2325 (this application called in by District Councillor Mostyn).
27 Highfield Road 5/2025/2361

	Please note: Planning applications received at the Parish Office from the Planning Authority after the Parish Council agenda has been published may also be discussed at the meeting as may applications of complexity or applications likely to impact heavily on the Green Belt.  


6115	SUGGESTIONS AND/OR MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT FUTURE MEETINGS
	Councillor Roberts asked for the Parish Council’s re-branding to be brought back to the next meeting and for the Council to work towards raising its profile in the community ahead of the Government’s Community Governance Review. 

	
[bookmark: _Hlk214032346]Next meeting date – 11th March 2026 at 7.30pm – Marshalswick Community Centre.
[bookmark: _Hlk27491598][bookmark: _Hlk56690306][bookmark: _Hlk61942305][bookmark: _Hlk103336734][bookmark: _Hlk14271181][bookmark: _Hlk524704054][bookmark: _Hlk517263424][bookmark: _Hlk524695735]
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.06pm.










 	Chair  ……………………………………….	Date …………………………......	

11th February 2026 FC
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