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SANDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 	Met at Marshalswick Community Centre on Wednesday 14th January 2026 at 7.30pm 

PRESENT: 	Councillors John Hale, Maurice Wells, Graham Leonard (Chair),   Carol Chalkley, Debbie Chachulski, Mike White, Anne Thomas, James Lambert, Adam Twidell, Mary Ternouth 

OFFICERS:                 	Simon Thwaites, Parish Clerk, Emma Hostler, Deputy Clerk
Rebecca Pannese, Project, Facilities & Community Engagement Officer (PACE), Stef Hayes, Community Centres Manager

ABSENT:		 			Councillors Julie Oakley, June Reid 

						
IN ATTENDANCE:     	-  



[bookmark: _Hlk103331510]6082	TO RECEIVE AND FORMALLY ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Jenny Roberts, Raihaanah Ahmed


6083	DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
 	There was none.

6084	TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 10th DECEMBER 2025
The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 10th December 2025 were reviewed. They were agreed to be a correct record and it was unanimously;

Resolved
That the minutes of the meeting be approved and signed by the Chair.

6085	QUESTIONS TO OFFICERS 
There was none. 

6086	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
[bookmark: _Hlk216778389][bookmark: _Hlk153544682]	There was none. 



[bookmark: _Hlk14268955]	CLERK’S REPORTS

[bookmark: _Hlk204760806][bookmark: _Hlk216778549][bookmark: _Hlk153545772]6087	Monthly Accounts
Members reviewed a schedule of creditor payments for the period 11th December 2025 to 14th January 2026. It was unanimously;

Resolved
To approve payment of the online transfers on this schedule on 16th January 2026 and to ratify the payment of standing charges and debit card payments already made. 

[bookmark: _Hlk184820827][bookmark: _Hlk204760925][bookmark: _Hlk194065861][bookmark: _Hlk214031598]6088	Public Toilets in Marshalswick and Sandridge Village
Members discussed an exchange of correspondence between the Clerk and the District Council regarding the continued provision of public toilets in both the village and Marshalswick. The Clerk was asked to write further seeking a resolution to the threatened closure of these facilities. It was proposed by Councillor Wells and seconded by Councillor Chachulski before it was unanimously;

Resolved
To delegate to the Finance Committee authority to negotiate a financial contribution to the refurbishment of each block if an agreement can be reached. 
[bookmark: _Hlk216780131]
[bookmark: _Hlk169254746][bookmark: _Hlk103332064][bookmark: _Hlk14269151][bookmark: _Hlk61877611][bookmark: _Hlk21949394]6089	Matters of Note
· [bookmark: _Hlk81906056][bookmark: _Hlk100825070][bookmark: _Hlk184822237]Staff appraisals will be carried out in early January 2026. These will be taken to the HR Committee on 2nd February 2026. 
· A request for the 2026/27 precept has been made to St Albans District Council. This will be received in April (50%) and September (50%).
· The Clerk has met with officers from the District Council regarding pending asset transfers. It is expected the Jersey Farm Woodland Park transfer will complete in April 2026 and the Sandringham Crescent playground/open space in the early summer.
· 31 Swift Boxes have been received for installation in advance of this year’s migration. 14 of these are double boxes. A bat box will also be installed at one address. 

COUNCILLOR AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

[bookmark: _Hlk214032027][bookmark: _Hlk216780468][bookmark: _Hlk204761124]6090	Grant Applications
[bookmark: _Hlk200965841] 	There were no grant applications this month.

[bookmark: _Hlk184822530]6091	Jersey Farm Woodland Park Pond
Councillor Thomas updated Members on the progress of this project. It’s expected the pond creation will be complete by early February. Works will continue on the newly created butterfly and bee banks. 

6092    New Climate Control for Marshalswick Community Centre / Committee Room / Parish Office
Councillor Wells updated councillors on this project. He confirmed the air conditioning units in the office, committee room and main hall were all installed and operational. Significant energy savings are expected to follow and the electricity powering the four units will be from sustainable sources. 

6093	Oaklands Blossom 
Members of the Planning Committee provided an overview on the 462 document application for this development of 472+ residences. Parking, transport, Rights of Way and the impact of additional traffic on neighbouring roads were among items discussed. It was noted the construction phase was likely to be around five years and that the Parish Council would be asked to take a lease on the proposed community centre on completion. It was proposed by Councillor Leonard, seconded by Councillor Lambert and unanimously;

Resolved
To delegate to the Planning Committee authority to respond to this early opportunity for consultation.

[bookmark: _Hlk204761390][bookmark: _Hlk529183843][bookmark: _Hlk81906843][bookmark: _Hlk145947421][bookmark: _Hlk103335615][bookmark: _Hlk216780702][bookmark: _Hlk166243357]6094	MEETINGS OF COMMITTEES:
[bookmark: _Hlk200966538][bookmark: _Hlk214032126]		Committee Chairs spoke briefly on committee meetings as below.

 	  -  Planning Committee – see below

[bookmark: _Hlk184999081]6095	MATTERS OF NOTE ARISING SINCE THE CIRCULATION OF THE AGENDA
Councillor Chalkley informed the meeting that there will be verge tree planting carried out and funded by  Herts County Council this year. 

[bookmark: _Hlk204761968]6096	PLANNING MATTERS
[bookmark: _Hlk184822924][bookmark: _Hlk200966671][bookmark: _Hlk190437226][bookmark: _Hlk169255533][bookmark: _Hlk145947950][bookmark: _Hlk138149662]            The Planning Committee met on 15th December 2025 and 5th January 2026. 

Sandridge Parish Council’s Planning Committee meets every three weeks to review and respond to planning applications received from the Planning Authority, St. Albans District Council.
Planning applications commented on since the last Full Council meeting are; 

235 Sandpit Lane 5/2025/2029
17 Hunt Close 5/2025/2103 
Oaklands Blossom 5/2025/1875
17 Hunt Close 5/2025/2020
Land rear of 38-40 Briar Road 5/2025/2142
38 Briar Road 5/2025/2224
11 Packhorse Close 5/2025/2195

	Please note: Planning applications received at the Parish Office from the Planning Authority after the Parish Council agenda has been published may also be discussed at the meeting as may applications of complexity or applications likely to impact heavily on the Green Belt.  


6097	SUGGESTIONS AND/OR MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT FUTURE MEETINGS
	There was none.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk214032346]Next meeting date – 11th February 2026 at 7.30pm – Marshalswick Community Centre.
[bookmark: _Hlk27491598][bookmark: _Hlk56690306][bookmark: _Hlk61942305][bookmark: _Hlk103336734][bookmark: _Hlk14271181][bookmark: _Hlk524704054][bookmark: _Hlk517263424][bookmark: _Hlk524695735]
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.47pm.
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