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2nd July 2026 





            
Email: clerk@sandridge-pc.gov.uk
To : Councillors Graham Leonard (Chair), June Reid, John Hale, Adam Twidell, James Lambert, Maurice Wells, Carol Chalkley, Mary Ternouth, Raihaanah Ahmed, Debbie Chachulski, Mike White, Anne Thomas, Nik Foreman, Bryn Jenkins
You are summoned to attend a meeting of Sandridge Parish Council, to be held at Marshalswick Community Centre on Wednesday 8th July 2026 at 7.30pm
Simon Thwaites
Parish Clerk

Members of the public and press are invited to attend this meeting. Questions or concerns may be submitted to the Clerk in advance of the meeting via email using clerk@sandridge-pc.gov.uk or by post, address as above.
A G E N D A

1. TO RECEIVE AND FORMALLY ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Councillor Thomas

2. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS

a) To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda 

b) To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests; and 

c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate 

3. 
TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THE 10th JUNE 2026
4. QUESTIONS TO OFFICERS

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – AN OPPORTUNITY FOR RESIDENTS TO RAISE ISSUES OR ASK

MEMBERS QUESTIONS

CLERK’S REPORTS

6. Monthly Accounts
Please find attached a schedule of creditor payments for the period 11th June 2026 to 8th July 2026. It is;

Recommended

To ratify the attached payment schedule relating to creditor payments for the period 11th June to 8th July 2026 and to approve those under the heading ‘Online Transfers’ for payment on 10th July 2026.
7. Summer Event 2027/28

At last month’s meeting Members were asked to bring their thoughts on whether or not to hold a community event in 2027. The budget for such events can be relatively small but have also exceeded £30,000 in the past. The Clerk therefore needs some steer from The Council when compiling the new year’s budget, a process already underway. A larger event would, for example, make a case for the refurbishment of a second toilet at Marshalswick or extensive new signage financially untenable.   
8. The Ridgeway Car Park

Please see attached a report and recommendation from the PACE Officer and Centres Manager.
9. Creditor Payments in August 

There is no scheduled Council meeting in August. Creditor payments will therefore be made as usual by the Parish Office with the schedule emailed to Members on 12th August for payment on 14th August and ratified in September at Full Council. It is;

Recommended

That the Council approves the creditor schedule being sent electronically in August before being ratified in September (this approval is an audit requirement).

10. Grounds Maintenance Contract
The Clerk and PACE Officer recently met with the District Council’s Grounds Maintenance (GM) Contract Manager to better understand what impact the upcoming consolidation of councils will have on the current contract. For clarification, the contract is with the District Council, not directly with John O’Conner Ltd and is due to expire in the next 18 months or so (no specific date known because of previous extensions to the contract).
Concerns raised were around the Parish Council’s ability to independently procure and manage the services currently provided, some of which are shown below. The alternative to procurement would be for the Parish Council to employ its own GM staff, lease a depot, buy/lease plant (tractors, flat bed trucks etc),  none of which is financially viable. The meeting was inconclusive but with firm expectations that the new authority would prioritise the alignment of more critical contracts such as healthcare before looking at grounds maintenance across the districts.
We’ve now learned that the existing contract between the District Council and John O’Conner Ltd will be extended to 2031. This is very good news for the Parish Council and will provide more than enough time to consider what budgetary provision may be needed in future decades. For information, the current contract value between the District and Parish Councils is approximately £50,000 pa (net). This figure includes a 10% contract administration fee charged by the District Council for managing the contract, monitoring performance and hosting monthly GM meetings.
It should be noted that the Parish Council is benefiting significantly from economies of scale by it being a part of a much bigger operation. Examples of works within the current Bill of Quantities are as follows;
Grass cutting/edging (with varying cut heights and frequencies)
Maintaining shrub beds

Planting and maintaining herbaceous beds (roundabouts) inc watering

Hedge maintenance

Leaf clearance

Hanging baskets (provision and daily watering)

Emptying approximately 50 bins daily inc 2 recycling bins (transferred to Veolia depot)
Litter picking/fly tipping clearance

Sweeping hard surfaces (including use of ‘Scarab’ road sweeper)
Footpath maintenance

Detailed independent tree surveys (3 year cycle)

Play area maintenance and daily inspections

Annual independent play area inspections

Bench cleaning and maintenance

Cricket pitch maintenance (specialist equipment)
Football pitch maintenance (specialist equipment)
Tennis court/MUGA/netball court maintenance

Snow/ice clearance and gritting car parks and paths around centres
Note, all the above subject to strict contract specification. The Parish Council also benefits from a competitive Schedule of Rates for works outside the contract, for example bench installation.  

It is;

Recommended

That Full Council ratifies the Clerk’s request to the District Council to remain in the existing GM contract for a further five years, during which time alternatives are to be explored. 
11.  Training Policy
 To review and re-adopt the attached Training Policy

12. Matters of Note

·   The Parish Council’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return has been submitted to PKF, external auditors, in accordance with permitted timescales. 
COUNCILLOR AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
13. Grant Applications
· There have been no grant applications this month. 
Note - grants awarded to date total £8,420 against a budget of £22,000. Members are encouraged   to contact local groups who may benefit from support.
14. Update on Transfer of Public Toilets

A verbal update from the working party.
15. Rebranding of the Parish Council

To receive an update from the working party. 
      16.
Meetings of Committees: 


   -  Jersey Farm Woodland Park Committee 22nd June 2026

   -  HR Committee 24th June 2026 (the business of this committee is always confidential. Minutes have been forwarded to councillors)

   -  Committee for Sustainability 30th June 2026


   -  Planning Committee – see below

      17.
MATTERS OF NOTE ARISING SINCE THE CIRCULATION OF THE AGENDA


The Council may not make decisions under this item
      18.
PLANNING MATTERS

           The Planning Committee met on 22nd June 2026.
Sandridge Parish Council’s Planning Committee meets every three weeks to review and respond to planning applications received from the Planning Authority, St. Albans District Council. Planning applications commented on since the last Full Council meeting are; 
9 Woodfield way 5/2026/0860

18 Osprey Drive 5/2026/0993

20 The Ridgeway 5/2026/0965 


Please note: Planning applications received at the Parish Office from the Planning Authority after the Parish Council agenda has been published may also be discussed at the meeting as may applications of complexity or applications likely to impact heavily on the Green Belt.  
       19. SUGGESTIONS AND/OR MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT FUTURE MEETINGS

Note:  In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, the Parish Council meeting will be open to the Public unless the Council resolves otherwise

Next meeting date – 9th September 2026 at 7.30pm – Marshalswick Community Centre (no meeting in August)
Full Council 8th July 2026

