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7th May 2026   






Email: clerk@sandridge-pc.gov.uk
To : Councillors Graham Leonard, June Reid, John Hale, Adam Twidell, James Lambert, Carol Chalkley, Mary Ternouth, Maurice Wells, Raihaanah Ahmed, Mike White, Anne Thomas, Debbie Chachulski, Nik Foreman
You are summoned to attend the Annual Meeting of Sandridge Parish Council, to be held on Wednesday 13th May 2026 at 7.30 pm at Marshalswick Community Centre 
Simon Thwaites
Parish Clerk

Members of the public and press are invited to attend this meeting. Alternatively, questions or concerns may be submitted to the Clerk in advance of the meeting via email using clerk@sandridge-pc.gov.uk or by post, address as above.
A G E N D A

1. TO ELECT A CHAIR AND RECEIVE A DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE FOR THE ENSUING YEAR
2. TO ELECT A VICE CHAIR AND RECEIVE A DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE FOR THE ENSUING YEAR


3. TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Councillor Mike White
4. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS

a) To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda 

b) To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests; and 

c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate 

5. TO NOTE THE DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON THE 8th  

APRIL 2026 (sent electronically to Members on 10th April)
6. 
TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON THE 8th APRIL 2026
7. QUESTIONS TO OFFICERS

8. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – AN OPPORTUNITY FOR RESIDENTS TO RAISE ISSUES OR ASK

MEMBERS QUESTIONS

CLERK’S REPORTS

9. Monthly Accounts
It is;

Recommended
To ratify the attached payment schedule relating to creditor payments for the period 9th April to 13th May 2026 and to approve those under the heading ‘Online Transfers’ for payment on May 15th 2026.

10. Share St Albans (Library of Things)
Please see attached an update from Share St Albans on progress with this environmental initiative (the Parish Council has allocated a garage to the organisation to provide a central point of distribution).  
11. To appoint representatives of the Council to Other Bodies and Committees 

Members were emailed a schedule of Parish Council committees and outside bodies on April 16th 2026. Councillors are asked to confirm their preferences at this meeting with anyone not able to attend informing the Deputy Clerk of their preferences in advance. 
Please consider carefully where your interests and skillsets lie and your availability on a given day when making requests to join a particular committee. It is:

Recommended

1. That Council approves the allocation of members to committees as agreed at this meeting and;

2. That Council delegates the power to each committee to elect a Chair and Vice Chair (if required by the Terms of Reference) at its next meeting.

12. Terms of Reference for all Parish Council Committees

It is;

Recommended

That Full Council requests a review of Terms of Reference by each committee at its next scheduled meeting. Any material amendments to be brought back to Full Council for ratification. 

13. Parish Council’s Insurance Policy

The Parish Council’s insurance policy will renew on 1st June 2026. This will be year two of a three year rolling renewal with a premium of £6,545. This is an increase on the current premium of £528 and includes the two toilet blocks (building and contents).
14. A verbal update on local issues from County Councillor Allison Wren. 
15. Community Centres Biannual Report
Please see attached a report from the Community Centres Manager.
16. Review and re-adoption of the Code of Conduct

A copy of the Parish Council’s Code of Conduct, re-adopted in May 2025, was sent electronically to Members on 15th April 2026. The Parish Office is not aware of any necessary amendments. It is;
Recommended

That the Code of Conduct, being the Local Government Association’s model code, be re-adopted for the coming year. Members wanting a hard copy to please contact the office.
17. MATTERS OF NOTE
· The 2025-26 year-end process is now well underway. The Annual Return and associated documents will be brought to both the Finance Committee and Full Council in June.
· The Committee for Sustainability has decided not to hold a sustainability based market on the community garden/community centre this year. Other small events are being considered. 
· A meeting has been held with a representative of the Hornbeam Wood Hedgehog Sanctuary with a view to holding a public information evening focused on the plight of hedgehogs locally. 
· Two recycled plastic benches will soon be installed in the community garden. These were funded from clothing bank income following a resolution by the Committee for Sustainability.

· Members are each reminded to revisit their Declaration of Interest on the District Council website to ensure it is still current.

· The casual vacancy left by the resignation of Councillor Roberts can be filled by co-option from May 13th. Any applications will be brought to Full Council in June.
COUNCILLOR AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
18. Grant Applications

· St Leonard’s Church – maintenance of the House Lane cemetery 
· Hornbeam Wood Hedgehog Sanctuary – enhancement and ongoing management of woodland within the sanctuary.
· St Mary’s Church – Holiday at Home Scheme

Note: £1,000 has been spent to date against a budget of £22,000

19. Public Toilets
To receive a verbal update on progress from members of the working party. 
20. Rebranding of the Parish Council

Please see attached a draft creative brief and vision statement compiled by the working party for approval by The Council.

21. Meetings of Committees:
- Jersey Farm Woodland Park Committee 13th April 2026


- Planning Committee – please see below

     22.
MATTERS OF NOTE ARISING SINCE THE CIRCULATION OF THE AGENDA

The Council may not make decisions under this item
     23.
PLANNING MATTERS

           The Planning Committee met on 20th April and 11th May 2026.
Sandridge Parish Council’s Planning Committee meets every three weeks to review and respond to planning applications received from the Planning Authority, St. Albans District Council. Planning applications objected to/commented on since the last Full Council meeting are; 
Land off Sandridgebury Lane and between the railway line and Harpenden, Herts - Planning Application 5/2026/2271

This does not include any comments that may come from the May meeting.
Please note: Planning applications received at the Parish Office from the Planning Authority after the Parish Council agenda has been published may also be discussed at the meeting as may applications of complexity or applications likely to impact heavily on the Green Belt.

       24.SUGGESTIONS AND/OR MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT FUTURE MEETINGS

Note:  In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, the Parish Council meeting will be open to the Public unless the Parish Council resolves otherwise

Next meeting date – June 10th 2026, Marshalswick Community Centre at 7.30pm  
Full Council 13th May 2026

