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Email: clerk@sandridge-pc.gov.uk
To : Councillors Graham Leonard (Chair), June Reid, John Hale, Jennifer Roberts, Adam Twidell, James Lambert, Maurice Wells, Carol Chalkley, Mary Ternouth, Raihaanah Ahmed, Debbie Chachulski, Mike White, Nik Foreman, Anne Thomas
You are summoned to attend a meeting of Sandridge Parish Council, to be held at Marshalswick Community Centre on Wednesday 8th April 2026 at 7.30pm – please note that this meeting will be preceded by the Annual Parish Meeting at 7pm
Simon Thwaites
Parish Clerk

Members of the public and press are invited to attend this meeting. Questions or concerns may be submitted to the Clerk in advance of the meeting via email using clerk@sandridge-pc.gov.uk or by post, address as above.
  A G E N D A

1. TO RECEIVE AND FORMALLY ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Councillors James Lambert, Nik Foreman, Mike White 
2.    DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS

a) To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda 

b) To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests; and 

c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate 

3.   TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH
   COUNCIL HELD ON THE 11th MARCH 2026
4.    QUESTIONS TO OFFICERS

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – AN OPPORTUNITY FOR RESIDENTS TO RAISE ISSUES OR ASK    MEMBERS QUESTIONS

CLERK’S REPORTS

6. Monthly Accounts

Please find attached a schedule of creditor payments for the period 12th March 2026 to 8th April 2026. The accounts under the heading ‘Online Transfers’ are due to be paid on Friday 10th April 2026. It is;

Recommended
That the Online Transfers schedule is approved for payment and all other payments are ratified by Full Council.
7.    Document Retention Policy 
Please see attached a Document Retention Policy document drafted by the Deputy Clerk following her carrying out an audit of what data is held by us. This is created partly to avoid personal or commercial data being retained longer than is necessary or permitted. There are new requirements contained within Assertion 10 of the 2025/26 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) around digital and data compliance. Adoption of this draft policy will address some of those requirements. It is therefore;
Recommended

To adopt the document as circulated for review in three years.

8. Accessibility Policy 
Another new test under Assertion 10 is that the Council has an Accessibility Policy which is regularly reviewed. Attached is a draft policy compiled by the Parish Council’s website provider in liaison with the Parish Council’s Website Manager. It is;
Recommended

To adopt the attached policy for review in two years.
9.     IT Policy

The Parish Council has a number of IT related policies including an Information and Data Protection Policy, an Internet Banking Policy and a Social Media Policy. It would however appear to be a further requirement of Assertion 10 that The Council has a separate IT Policy. Attached is a draft policy based on a NALC model, amended as appropriate for this organisation. It is;
Recommended

That this policy be adopted and that all staff and councillors are asked to retain a copy for future reference.

10. Wildflowers in Sandridge Parish
   An update from the Project Officer on year four of this Parish Council initiative.

11. Office IT

The Parish Office recently employed an IT consultant to assist with several small issues relating to data back up and machine performance. The consultant was able to extend Microsoft support for the current versions of Windows but not beyond October 2026. This will carry a risk when security updates cease to be available. It was also noted that PC performance is poor as the machines reach the end of their life. 
The office has received a quote to replace the three PC’s in the office with new machines running the latest version of Windows and to migrate all data from the old machines to the new. The quote of approximately £2,000 has been tested for providing value for money. The Clerk and Deputy Clerk will look to fund this upgrade from existing Administration budgets in 2026/27. 
12. Matters of Note
· John O’Conner Ltd have planted eight new trees on behalf of this council on The Ridgeway and Barnfield Road.
· After many years in the role, County Officer Carina Helm will be leaving the Hertfordshire Association of Parish and Town Councils (HAPTC) at the end of March to be replaced by new CEO Nicki Bugden. 
· The Committee for Sustainability, after a successful two-year project to support visiting swifts, is now considering a project to locally support hedgehogs, another species in serious decline. 
COUNCILLOR AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
13. Grant Applications
- Sandridge 10K
Any award to be made using S.137 of the Local Government Act 1972
Grant expenditure in 2026/27 is 0 against a budget of £22,000
14. A/C Units at Jersey Farm Community Centre
It has come to light that the cost of three external cages to protect the new A/C units to be installed at Jersey Farm Community Centre was not included in the figure used to set a budget in 2026/27. The Centres Manager has spoken to the selected contractor in liaison with Councillor Wells and it is;

Proposed

That the additional sum of £1,365 for the supply and fit of 3 cages is approved within 2026/27. 
15. Toilet door
A contractor has been selected by the working party involved in the transfer of public conveniences to supply and install an automatic locking/unlocking door at the Marshalswick block. The approximate cost, £7,000, is in accordance with that agreed by The Council. Working Party members to provide a verbal update on other aspects of these two asset transfers.
  16. Meetings of Committees
 


-  Sports and Recreation 18th March 2026 


-  Committee for Sustainability 31st March 2026

-  Planning Committee – please see below

  17. MATTERS OF NOTE ARISING SINCE THE CIRCULATION OF THE AGENDA

       The Council may not make decisions under this item

  18. PLANNING MATTERS
        The Planning Committee met on 30th March 2026. 
   Sandridge Parish Council’s Planning Committee meets every three weeks to review and respond to 
   planning applications received from the Planning Authority, St. Albans District Council. Planning  

   applications commented on since the last Full Council meeting are; 

 Committee Chair to provide update. 
     The Chair of the Planning Committee to update Full Council on any comments submitted to the
     Planning  Authority following the above meeting. 
     Please note: Planning applications received at the Parish Office from the Planning Authority after the
       Parish Council agenda has been published may also be discussed at the meeting as may applications of 
       complexity or applications likely to impact heavily on the Green Belt.  
19. SUGGESTIONS AND/OR MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT FUTURE MEETINGS

Note:  In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, the Parish Council meeting will be open to the Public unless the Parish Council resolves otherwise

Next meeting date – 13th May 2026 at 7.30pm – Marshalswick Community Centre (this is the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council)
Full Council 8th April 2026

