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Simon Thwaites				Marshalswick Community Centre,
Parish Clerk								The Ridgeway,
St.Albans, 	
Herts, 
AL4 9TU

									Tel: 01727 831871												www.sandridge-pc.gov.uk
Email: clerk@sandridge-pc.gov.uk

16th September 2026


	TO: 
	MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE FOR SUSTAINABILITY

Councillors: Maurice Wells (Chair), Mary Ternouth, June Reid, James Lambert, Carol Chalkley, Raihaanah Ahmed
Public Members: David Kealey (St Albans & District Footpaths Society),
Julian Thornton (Herts County Council), Mark Carter (Warden), A representative of Sustainable St Albans, Jim Watson (Friends of Jersey Lane)

Councillors Maurice Wells and James Lambert, Jill Watson of Sustainable St Albans, Jim Watson, Mark Carter, David Kealey and Julian Thornton to receive agendas electronically. 

Officers: Simon Thwaites (Parish Clerk), Emma Hostler (Deputy Clerk), Rebecca Pannese (Project, Amenities and Community Engagement (PACE) Officer)




A meeting of the Committee for Sustainability is to be held on Tuesday 22nd September 2026 at Marshalswick Community Centre at 7.30pm.


AGENDA

1. To receive and accept apologies for absence

2. Disclosure of interest and dispensations

3. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 30th June 2026
Members are asked to review and approve the minutes of this committee meeting held on 30th June 2026.   

4. Committee Budgets 2026-27
To note the table below in relation to ongoing initiatives.

	Item
	2026-27 Budget
£
	2026-27 Actual to date
£
	Notes

	Sustainability Projects (6665)
	2,250
	0
	£330 to be paid for JFWP pond blog.

	Community garden (6659)
	1,250
	694
	Plants/sundries. £894 spend on benches to come from clothing bank reserves.

	Wildflower/pollinator initiative (6654)
	3,000
	0
	Sowing in spring 2027.

	Tree planting (6653)
	5,000
	0
	Planting in winter.

	Wildlife initiative (6652)
	1,500
	444
	Hedgehog initiative to be funded this year. At least £500 will remain available.




5. Matters of Note
[bookmark: _Hlk194590593]
· The Community Garden continues to be increasingly busy as residents use the space to meet and relax. This was particularly the case on Sunday 30th August when a food and drink event was held at the Quadrant. 
· An oak tree will soon be planted at St Leonard’s Open Space to replace one planted in 2019 as part of The Queen’s Green Canopy initiative but which has since died.  
· A planting plan will soon be drafted to replace the shrubs lost to the rear of the Jersey Farm Community Centre when the air source pumps were installed.
· It’s likely that the large oak at William Bell Open Space will need a simple fence installed around its perimeter. The tree has been scanned through our 3-year tree survey and the advice received is to mulch the ground around the tree by allowing the grass to grow, assisting moisture retention. This may in future be the advice in relation to other standalone mature trees as summer temperatures increase.
· The Parish Council will not at this time be taking transfer of the Sandringham Crescent playground and open space. This is as a result of budgetary constraints. This green area was hoped to provide an opportunity for more tree and hedge planting and the transfer will hopefully be revisited in due course.

6. Frequency of Meetings
This relatively new committee currently meets in January, March, June and September although it can sometimes be difficult to create a full agenda. Members may want to discuss whether three meetings a year would be more appropriate to the variety and depth of subjects covered. 

Improving the Natural Environment for Residents

7. Update from Julian Thornton (HCC) on Footpaths and Rights of Way
An update on footpaths and rights of way within the district. 





8. Jersey Lane 
A verbal update from Jim Watson on the activities of the Friends of Jersey Lane.

Protecting and Supporting Nature

9. Supporting Local Hedgehogs 
To discuss and plan for the upcoming evening event in support of the local hedgehog population. A revised date of 15th October is in the diary and Martin from the Hornbeam Wood Hedgehog Sanctuary has confirmed attendance. Committee members are encouraged to be involved. It has previously been resolved to purchase hedgehog houses from the RSPB (we have ordered one already and the quality is good). Each box costs £38 of which we will ask residents to contribute £20 (if their garden space meets the basic criteria). 

We will also fund two ‘Keep Clear, Hedgehog Highway’ signs for each household with advice on creating a suitable passage through their garden boundaries for hedgehogs to roam during nocturnal foraging. The evening will be open to all and advertised through the usual channels. 

Following a discussion amongst officers, consideration has been given to growing this initiative to widen the benefits to all native urban wildlife including how we can use our platform to help residents improve their green habitat and how we could direct resources to this. Ideas so far include further educational evenings on topics such as the benefits of having a garden pond and how to turn a small garden into a wildlife haven. Also, possible financial contributions toward native hedging plants (potentially aiming for a total distance similar to the wildflower acre jigsaw, pond moulds and bird boxes. 

10. [bookmark: _Hlk215841960][bookmark: _Hlk194666181]Sandridge Swift Initiative Update
[bookmark: _Hlk207286304]We have yet to install the eight unit swift box donated to the Parish Council. We are reliant on a local farmer to have a mechanical lift available and other seasonal work has understandably taken priority. The hope is to install on the Jersey Farm Community Centre at the first opportunity, access to install at Sandringham School having proven to be an issue.

  11. Jersey Farm Woodland Park Pond 
 Councillor Wells and the Deputy Clerk to provide a verbal update on this project. 	

12. Neighbourhood News Feature
At the last meeting the Committee approved funding of £330 in 2026/27 and £165 each year until 2029/30 to commission six-monthly educational articles for the Neighbourhood News magazine by a local nature writer on the development of the Woodland Park pond. A copy of the first feature will be circulated at the meeting.

      Recycling, Reusing, Repurposing, Repairing

 13.  Composting at Spencer Meadow
The St Albans Community Pantry (SACP) recently approached the Sandridge Youth and Sports Community Association (SYSCA) to ask if they could install a compost bin in one corner of Spencer Meadow (the SACP now operates out of Spencer Hall as a tenant of the SYSCA). The request was declined, however the meadow is not owned by the SYSCA but by the Parish Council. At the last meeting of this Committee the Clerk was asked to write to the SYSCA to ask why the request had been turned down. The response was that there is no objection in principle but could the following conditions be noted; 





1. The bin to be secure, robust and not to contain anything other than uncooked fruit and vegetables to deter rodents.
2. The bin to be lockable.
3. The bin to be away from the Hall.
4. The bin to be maintained in good repair. 

In the original proposal, the compost produced from fruit and vegetables would be taken to the SACP’s allotment which would then produce food for distribution from the Pantry. This committee may therefore consider approving the request in accordance with the Council’s sustainability policy, provided the bin doesn’t encroach on the sports pitches. A map is enclosed for reference.

[bookmark: _Hlk194672190]Carbon Reduction and Capture

14. Solar Panels at Jersey Farm Community Centre
 At the last meeting it was agreed to further investigate updating the solar panels at Jersey  
 Farm Community Centre. This was to obtain a more accurate costing for new panels, possibly  
 with battery storage. It was also suggested meeting contractors on site at Marshalswick  
 Community Centre to assess the feasibility of a similar installation there. A draft
 budget of £15,000 has been earmarked for the year 2027/28 until a firmer quote is received. 

15.  Items for inclusion in the agenda for the next meeting

     DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Committee for Sustainability will take place on Tuesday 19th January 2027 at 7.30pm at Marshalswick Community Centre.  
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