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Simon Thwaites				Marshalswick Community Centre,
Parish Clerk								The Ridgeway,
St.Albans, 	
Herts, 
AL4 9TU

									Tel: 01727 831871												www.sandridge-pc.gov.uk
Email: clerk@sandridge-pc.gov.uk

24th June 2026


	TO: 
	MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE FOR SUSTAINABILITY

Councillors: Maurice Wells (Chair), Mary Ternouth, June Reid, James Lambert, Carol Chalkley, Raihaanah Ahmed
Public Members: David Kealey (St Albans & District Footpaths Society),
Julian Thornton (Herts County Council), Mark Carter (Warden), A representative of Sustainable St Albans, Jim Watson (Friends of Jersey Lane)

Councillors Maurice Wells and James Lambert, Jill Watson of Sustainable St Albans, Jim Watson, Mark Carter, David Kealey and Julian Thornton to receive agendas electronically. 

Officers: Simon Thwaites (Parish Clerk), Emma Hostler (Deputy Clerk), Rebecca Pannese (Project, Amenities and Community Engagement (PACE) Officer)




A meeting of the Committee for Sustainability is to be held on Tuesday 30th June 2026 at Marshalswick Community Centre at 7.30pm.


AGENDA

1. To receive and accept apologies for absence
Councillor Ternouth

2. Disclosure of interest and dispensations

3. Election of a Chair



4. Election of a Vice Chair

5. To review and re-approve the Committee Terms of Reference

6. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 31st March 2026
Members are asked to review and approve the minutes of this committee meeting held on 31st March 2026.   

7. Committee Budgets 2026-27
To note the table below in relation to ongoing initiatives.

	Item
	2026-27 Budget
£
	2026-27 Actual to date
£
	Notes

	Sustainability Projects (6665)
	2,250
	0
	£894 spend on benches to come from reserves

	Community garden (6659)
	1,250
	422
	Spend is on plants/tree ties

	Wildflower/pollinator initiative (6654)
	3,000
	0
	Sowing in spring 2027

	Tree planting (6653)
	5,000
	0
	Planting in winter

	Wildlife initiative (6652)
	1,500
	444
	Hedgehog initiative this year




8. Matters of Note
[bookmark: _Hlk194590593]
· The projected balance in earmarked reserves relating to clothing bank income is £577 at 31st May 2026 (after purchasing two benches for the Community Garden). This is to be used at the discretion of this committee. 
· Jersey Farm Community Centre has had air source heat pumps installed to replace the existing fan heaters. This will significantly reduce energy usage. The walls will also be tested for cavity insulation in 2027/28 and a budget for upgrading the solar panels will be requested in the 2027/28 budget. 
· The Centres Manager is waiting for milder weather before planting to the rear of the Jersey Farm Community Centre.

Improving the Natural Environment for Residents

9. Update from Julian Thornton (HCC) on Footpaths and Rights of Way
An update on footpaths and rights of way within the district. 

10. Jersey Lane 
A verbal update from Jim Watson on the activities of the Friends of Jersey Lane.

11. Benches and Table in the Community Garden
Two recycled plastic benches have been installed in the Community Garden, funded through the commission previously earned from hosting clothing banks.

We currently have a green plastic table in the Community garden which was donated anonymously. It is now becoming brittle and splitting. There is concern that it could become dangerous as pieces are missing around the edges. The table is well used by people eating lunch or having coffee so it would be helpful to replace it. 
A recycled plastic table matching our two new benches would be a great replacement if the committee would consider this. It is;

Proposed
That the committee purchases a new bench (see attached) at a cost of £290 (net) to be funded from the community garden budget.

Protecting and Supporting Nature

12. Supporting Hedgehogs in the Parish 
After two years of swift nesting box installations, the committee made a decision at its last meeting to revisit the swift initiative in a year’s time when success of the project can be fully measured. It was agreed to hold a residents’ information evening to promote the welfare of local hedgehogs, another species in decline.

Since then staff and councillors have met with Martin Maylin of the Hornbeam Wood Hedgehog Sanctuary to discuss jointly holding the event. A draft agenda for the evening is suggested as follows;

1. Martin to bring his wealth of knowledge and experience to inform and educate residents on the positives and negatives of being a hedgehog in Hertfordshire. To continue the collaboration with residents started with the swift initiative, the following is suggested;
2. To purchase around 40 hedgehog houses from the RSPB (we have ordered one already
and the quality is good). Each box costs £38 for which we will ask residents to contribute £20 (if their garden/outdoor space meets the basic criteria). We will also fund a ‘Keep Clear, Hedgehog Highway’ sign for each household with advice on creating a suitable passage through their garden boundaries for hedgehogs to roam during nocturnal foraging.
The Committee is being asked to earmark £1,000 and this would fund 40-45 boxes and hedgehog highway signs. 
Residents signing up to this scheme will be asked to report back to the Council with any sightings/activity. The information evening, likely to take place in September at Marshalswick Community Centre, will be open to all and advertised through the usual channels. It is;

Recommended
To approve the above and together think of any ways we can enhance the information evening and secure buy-in from residents.  

13. [bookmark: _Hlk215841960][bookmark: _Hlk194666181]Sandridge Swift Initiative Update
[bookmark: _Hlk207286304]Impeckable Ltd, the company that previously provided swift boxes to the Parish Council has very kindly donated an eight unit swift box 2.5 metres long and worth £500. This was given in recognition of the Parish Council’s Swift Project following a cancelled order. The Clerk and PACE Officer are currently in discussion with Sandringham School and a local farmer with significant outbuildings to try to find the best home for this. The Jersey Farm Community Centre is another option.


      

   14. Jersey Farm Woodland Park Pond 
 Councillor Wells and the Deputy Clerk to provide a verbal update on this project. 	

15. Neighbourhood News Feature
The Deputy Clerk has commissioned a local nature writer to provide a series of articles on the changing landscape of the pond as it matures over 4 years for inclusion in the first instance in the Neighbourhood News magazine. This will serve as a useful record of environmental changes that can be shared with the local community and provide valuable feedback for sponsors and other vested supporters of the project. The first article has already been published in the summer issue of the magazine, and it is proposed that a second article should run in the winter issue. Thereafter, just one article a year will be produced. The cost of each article is £330. It is suggested that this cost is shared between the Jersey Farm Woodland Park (JFWP) Committee and the Committee for Sustainability.  It is;

Recommended
That the Committee for Sustainability provide funds of £330 in 2026/27 and £165 each year until 2029/30 to commission a series of articles for the Neighbourhood News magazine by a local nature writer on the development of the JFWP pond. 

16.  Open Spaces Management Plan
 Copies of new Management Plans for all our open spaces were sent to committee members
  on 3rd June. Members may wish to look at these in advance and bring any comments to the
  meeting.

      Recycling, Reusing, Repurposing, Repairing

 17.  Composting at Spencer Meadow
The St Albans Community Pantry (SACP) recently approached the Sandridge Youth and Sports Community Association (SYSCA) to ask if they could install a compost bin in one corner of Spencer Meadow (the SACP now operates out of Spencer Hall, owned by the SYSCA). The request was declined, however the meadow is not under the ownership/management of  the SYSCA but of the Parish Council. The compost produced from fruit and vegetables would be taken to the SACP’s allotment which then produces food for distribution from the Pantry. This committee may therefore want to consider approving the request, provided it doesn’t encroach on any of the sports pitches (as a courtesy). A map is enclosed for reference.

[bookmark: _Hlk194672190]Carbon Reduction and Capture

18.  Solar Panels at Jersey Farm Community Centre
 Approval is sought from the committee to investigate the costs and suitability of a more   extensive range of solar panels to provide power for the newly installed heat pumps. Councillor 
Wells would be interested in obtaining quotes for replacing the JFCC export only panels with 3 x 8Kw ( at full power) with a total load of 24Kw. Additionally, it would be prudent to explore the cost of a battery storage system to enable SPC to shift the load demand to meet the hall hirer's requirements. 
While meeting contractors it would be helpful to obtain quotes for solar panels at MCC (similar to Marshalswick  library) to see if the lower cost of today's panels will offset the nearby tree cover.
   Again, a quote could be obtained for the add-on option of  batteries. A draft budget of £15,000
   has been reserved for the year 2027/28.
The typical cost per watt has fallen to around 80p plus the additional cost of inverters, batteries and  installation. As a rule of thumb,1Kw of installed panels will generate just under 1,000 Kw of energy pa. It is unlikely that we would be able to meet the hall’s total energy requirement throughout the year as solar gain will be low October to March but in the summer months the expectation would be a minimal requirement for grid supplied power. The batteries would allow for off-peak winter charging, again, load shifting to meet our needs.
A solar solution added to our existing heat pumps would mean that SPC would be able to harvest the sun’s energy for conversion into electrical energy and then use this power to extract heat or cold energy from the environment without any direct emissions. The viability of cavity wall insulation at the JFCC will also be explored at that time. It is;

Recommended
That the committee proceeds with this project as described above.  

19.  Items for inclusion in the agenda for the next meeting

     DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Committee for Sustainability will take place on Tuesday 22nd September 2026 at 7.30pm at Marshalswick Community Centre.  
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