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13th April 2026
To:
Members of the Jersey Farm Woodland Park Management Committee
The Jersey Farm Woodland Park Management Committee meeting will take place at 7.30pm on Monday 13th April 2026 at Marshalswick Community Centre (Not Highfield Road as agreed at the last meeting).  Members with time permitting to meet beforehand by the Jersey Lane entrance at 6.30pm to view the newly constructed pond and other works.
Emma Hostler
Deputy Clerk

A G E N D A
1. To receive and accept apologies for absence
2. Disclosures of interest and requests for dispensations
3. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 26th January 2026.
4. Matters of Report
· Flailing back of vegetation to widen the woodland perimeter path has been completed as well flailing of blackthorn at selected points along the woodland edges as part of a rotational programme (see management plan). 
· New illustrated panels (both meadow and woodland) and other replacement parts have now been ordered and upon installation by the Project, Amenities and Community Engagement (PACE) Officer and Cllr Wells the refurbishment programme of the interpretation boards will then be complete. 

· Cllr Wells has used the mower for the first time from its new location in the storage unit on the Park and reported positively on how easy it was to do so.

5. Verbal Update from Mark Carter, Warden

Mark Carter to provide a verbal update on recent maintenance activities on the Park. 
6. Update on the Pond Installation 
Following the delay to works due to the wet ground conditions, contractors have finally been able to get back on site to complete the works. Drainage has been installed and a concrete headwall installed to manage the water flow into the pond with an easy open/close mechanism. The remaining puddling clay has been laid, and early observations suggest the water is holding well to clay line. Secure, dog-proof fencing is being installed with an 8ft wide access gate for maintenance. In time, a dead hedge can be built around the fencing to provide further habitat for wildlife. The PACE officer with a small team of volunteers has rotovated and seeded the surrounding butterfly banks, an essential task before the ground becomes too hard. 

Committee members may wish to consider organising an official opening to which all parties involved in the development, build or funding of the project, as well as local residents, can be invited. The Committee for Sustainability is considering activity to support the Great Big Green Week 2026 taking place 6th-14th June (a UK wide initiative organised by The Climate Coalition) and has suggested this may be an appropriate occasion to launch the pond.  For the Committee to decide whether this provides sufficient lead time. 
7. Relocation of the Butterfly Bank

Whilst all spoils from the pond excavations are currently deposited at the edge of the North Plantation opposite Bill’s Wood, the intended site for the planned butterfly banks, it has become apparent that this is not an ideal location because of the significant presence of blackthorn. This has also been flagged to us by Malcolm Hull, Butterfly Conservation, and HCC Countryside Management Services (CMS). Cllr Thomas and officers have identified an alternative location, on the northern side of the track towards Woodland House from St Helier Road. Banks can be constructed on either side of the Memorial Wood (where the bee hives are located). Malcolm Hull has visited the proposed location and commented: ‘This is a good sunny location away from trees and should be quite suitable’.
On this basis, the Committee is asked to consider providing funding for relocation of the spoils at the earliest opportunity. Our existing contractor has provided a quote of £1,300 to do so. This will ensure the spoils are removed before the blackthorn is able to establish itself on the current mounds over the summer. Cllr Thomas and Officers will be looking at external funding opportunities, potentially Affinity Water, to cover the cost of further works ie shaping, chalk capping and seeding in the autumn. If unsuccessful, the Committee will be asked to earmark funding in the 2027-28 budget to complete these works. It is; 

Recommended
To provide £1,300 to move the butterfly bank spoils from the current location to the proposed new site. This can be funded from what remains of the £10,000 granted to the Committee by Full Council to complete the pond works. 

8. Sandridge Parish Council Bench Policy

Following discussions at the last meeting, Cllr White has now provided a final draft of the revised Sandridge Parish Council commemorative bench policy which Members are asked to review. This policy is not currently active as the Committee has agreed no further memorial benches are to be commissioned due to lack of space but will be adopted should the situation change. It is;
Recommended

That the attached commemorative bench policy is adopted for bench requests should space become available on the Park in the future.
9. New Parkrun Summer Route

As Members will be aware, parkrun vary their weekly 5k run between two courses: the winter and the summer.  The winter route largely follows the hard surface perimeter paths. The summer enjoys the benefit of the meadow grass when the ground is firm, but due to the installation of the pond this route needs to be adjusted. The parkrun team, as well as Cllrs Twidell and Thomas, and the PACE Officer, met on the Woodland Park to discuss options. Attached is a draft map of the final proposed new route, which if agreed by the Committee, will be accompanied with a risk assessment and sent to parkrun HQ for approval. Members are asked to review the proposed route, and it is:

Recommended

To agree the proposed new route for the summer parkrun course. 
10. Third Party Activity at Parkrun

The parkrun team regularly receive requests from amongst their own community to hold small charitable fundraising activities, usually providing refreshments for a small charge. The team also hold an annual food bank appeal at the end of the year. These activities are always low key and short term. The final decision on these activities is made by the parkrun team so long as prior permission has been received from the Parish office. The team has recently received requests from two organisations – The Rotary Club (a gazebo providing free refreshments) and St Albans Community Pantry (free refreshments and pastries) – to have a presence at the event. The Committee is asked to consider how best to manage the increasing number of requests, perhaps with an informal policy considering the following:

- limiting activity to just one fundraiser/charity at each event

- ideally should have a pre-existing affiliation with the Parkrun community

- should be on a one-off or limited time period basis

- all activities to be low-key (ie minimum equipment, no music etc)

- Parish Council and Parkrun accept no liability

It is;

Recommended

To agree a short set of informal guidelines to help manage fundraising requests received by the parkrun team and Parish office. 
11. Safety, Welfare and Risk Management in the Woodland Park

Members are asked to consider concerns raised by the residents of Woodland House about the future height of the new hedgerow planted last year adjacent to the track and passing placings along the track for cars and pedestrians. 
12. Expenditure 2026-27

Members are asked to note final year end expenditure of £15,335 against a budget of £15,000 for 2025-26 – a breakdown is attached. This shows that the Committee actually spent £38,785 but received £23,450 in contributions from elsewhere, including a total of £14,450 from Sandridge Parish Council towards the pond and storage container. 

13. Matters for the Next Agenda

Any matters arising for inclusion in the agenda for the next meeting. 

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the JFWP Management Committee will take place at 7.30pm on 22nd June 2026 at Marshalswick Community Centre.
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