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Email: clerk@sandridge-pc.gov.uk
To : Councillors Graham Leonard (Chair), June Reid, John Hale, Jennifer Roberts, Adam Twidell, James Lambert, Julie Oakley, Maurice Wells, Carol Chalkley, Mary Ternouth, Raihaanah Ahmed, Debbie Chachulski, Mike White, Anna Thomas
You are summoned to attend a meeting of Sandridge Parish Council, to be held at Marshalswick Community Centre on Wednesday 8th October 2025 at 7.30pm
Simon Thwaites
Parish Clerk

Members of the public and press are invited to attend this meeting. Questions or concerns may be submitted to the Clerk in advance of the meeting via email using clerk@sandridge-pc.gov.uk or by post, address as above.
A G E N D A

1. TO RECEIVE AND FORMALLY ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
2. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS

a) To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda 

b) To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests; and 

c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate 

3.   TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH
   COUNCIL HELD ON THE 10th SEPTEMBER 2025
4.    QUESTIONS TO OFFICERS

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – AN OPPORTUNITY FOR RESIDENTS TO RAISE ISSUES OR ASK    MEMBERS QUESTIONS

CLERK’S REPORTS

6.  Monthly Accounts

Please find attached a schedule of creditor payments for the period 11th September 2025 to 8th October 2025. The accounts other than debit card payments and Direct Debits are due to be paid on Friday 10th October 2025. It is;

Recommended

That the Online Transfers schedule is approved for payment and all other payments are ratified by Full Council.

7.
Benches at Jersey Farm Community Centre 

At Full Council in September a request to install benches outside Jersey Farm Community Centre was discussed. Councillor Wells has since been to the location to assess suitability for the placing of a bench(es). Please see the attached plans. Members are reminded that the benches cost approximately £650 each. It is;

Recommended


That members review the attached and decide if they would like to proceed with an installation(s). 
8.
Use of Electronic Tablets at Full Council Meetings
The Committee for Sustainability recently discussed moving from hard copy agendas and minutes for Full Council to issuing electronic tablets for Members to receive their papers electronically. Councillor Lambert found some research strongly demonstrating that the quantity of paper currently printed in the production of agendas, minutes etc produced significantly less CO2 than the production of an electronic tablet, even when measured over a life of four years. As a result it was agreed that three Committee for Sustainability members would receive all future documents electronically as a trial. This would be using their own existing tablets/laptops. It was noted that the option to also use the television screen on occasions was potentially helpful for some documents. No recommendations will therefore be made to Full Council at this time. 
  9.
External audit 
The Parish Council’s External Auditor, PKF Littlejohn, has now finalised the 2024/25 external audit. A query raised by them in August was subsequently found to be an error on their part. The auditor’s report is attached with one reference to an unchecked box on Section 1 (box 8) of the return (an error by The Clerk). Other than this there are no matters arising. The Finance Committee reviewed this report at a meeting held on September 22nd. The Notice of Conclusion of Audit notices have been published in accordance with legislation.

It is;

Recommended

That Full Council formally notes the external auditors report as circulated.  
     10.  Community Centres Biannual Report

Please see attached a report from the Community Centres Manager.
11.
CCTV Policy


To review and re-adopt the attached CCTV Policy.

  12. A verbal update from the Project, Amenities and Community Engagement Office

To receive an update on ongoing sports and play equipment installations.
    13.   2025/26 Budgetary Control 

On September 22nd the Finance Committee reviewed a budgetary control report showing projected outturn for 2025/26 of £343,838 against an approved budget of £377,832. This has since been updated to show a projected net expenditure of £349,038 leaving a projected saving on budget of  £28,794 (please see the attached). Material variations may be summarised as;

· New doors at Marshalswick Community Centre

· New tables at Marshalswick Community Centre

· No Parish Event

· Storage Container at the Woodland Park

· Increased Community Centre income/court hire  
· Football goals/rugby posts at Jersey Farm Open Space
Since the above, the Finance Committee approved the funding of air source pumps at Marshalswick Community Centre in the sum of £12,734. This installation had already been approved at September Full Council subject to the Finance Committee’s approval.
   14.  Funding for The Jersey Farm Woodland Park Pond


On 8th September the Jersey Farm Woodland Park Joint Management Committee resolved to proceed with the installation of a pond, with bee and butterfly mounds built from the spoils, on the eastern corner of the Woodland Park adjacent to the Jersey Lane entrance. As the original concept was for a much smaller pond, since made larger following encouragement and advice from wildlife experts, the earmarked funding in the annual budget of £3,500 is not sufficient. Efforts have been made to secure funding from other sources, including a contribution from the Committee for Sustainability (£4.25k), and external grant providers including Affinity Water (£4k), Herts County Council (HCC) Countryside Management Services (£3k), Herts & Middlesex Wildlife Trust (£2k) and a HCC Locality Grant (£500). A request is outstanding to the charity Rebel Restoration (£500). Despite this a shortfall remains. The total project costs including drainage are £24,807.90 + vat and funds raised currently total £17,250. The JFWP Committee resolved to approach Full Council to request a further £10,000 towards the project which will meet costs plus provide a contingency to cover any unforeseen expenses that may occur. Subject to securing funds and contractor availability, it is hoped that build can commence in November. The pond will be a significant new feature on the Woodland Park, both an environmental and aesthetic enhancement, for the benefit of local residents and other visitors.  It is; 
Recommended

That the Parish Council provide a contribution of up to £10,000 towards the costs of installing a pond, and bee and butterfly banks, on the Jersey Farm Woodland Park. This includes up to £7,557 of project costs and the remainder for use as contingency. 
   15.
Shottfield Close Development Section 106 Projects

An outline planning application for a development of 84 dwellings in Sandridge has now been submitted and can be viewed on the SADC planning portal reference 5/2025/1556. The Parish Council has been approached by SADC to submit suggestions for any Section 106 funded projects for play areas, open spaces and leisure/cultural centres that would serve the locality of the area.  Councillors are asked to discuss any potential ideas with the PACE Officer. These will need to be submitted to SADC within the next two weeks. 
   16.  Matters of Note

· Councillor Roberts has joined the Finance Committee and Councillor Wells has joined the HR Committee. 
· At a meeting held on September 22nd, the Finance Committee approved the release of funds to allow air source heat pumps to be installed at Marshalswick Community Centre as approved  (subject to funding) at Full Council in September. 
· The Olly Foundation has notified the Parish Council that it will no longer be involved with the community garden. One of their volunteers will continue to manage one of the beds on an informal basis. 
· The Sandridge Cemetery (churchyard extension) water tap has been completely overhauled at the Parish Council’s expense.
COUNCILLOR AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
   17.
Grant Applications

There have been no applications this month. 
     18.
Meetings of Committees:



 -  Committee for Sustainability 16th September 2025


 -  Sports and Recreation Committee 17th September 2025

   -  Finance Committee 22nd September 2025



   -  Planning Committee – see below

    19.
MATTERS OF NOTE ARISING SINCE THE CIRCULATION OF THE AGENDA


The Council may not make decisions under this item
    20.
PLANNING MATTERS
           The Planning Committee met on 1st September and 24th September 2025. 
Sandridge Parish Council’s Planning Committee meets every three weeks to review and respond to planning applications received from the Planning Authority, St. Albans District Council.
Planning applications commented on since the last Full Council meeting are; 
159 St Albans Road AL4 9LN 5/2025/1501
 27 Highfield Road AL4 9BX 5/2025/1414

 Land at Ardens Rise AL4 9HE 5/2025/1537


Please note: Planning applications received at the Parish Office from the Planning Authority after the Parish Council agenda has been published may also be discussed at the meeting as may applications of complexity or applications likely to impact heavily on the Green Belt.  
    20. SUGGESTIONS AND/OR MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT FUTURE MEETINGS

Note:  In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, the Parish Council meeting will be open to the Public unless the Parish Council resolves otherwise

Next meeting date – 12th November 2025 at 7.30pm – Marshalswick Community Centre
Full Council 8th October 2025

